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Weakeneſſe, - 
Wilfulneſſe. nm 


= He ſecond Covevant being that by which. we arc Sef.1. 


7 DR $| noW all either juftifiedor condemned, and the cor 
4! dion of that, in reipeR of the facienda, being Fro? 
i cere NOt exatt ovedzences/ not the nos finming at all, 


29224] but the nor ſming wilfully after aur receiving the 
knowledge of the truth, Heb. 10, 26. (which thongh 
it ſeeme to damne all — that fn wilfwlly after conver; 


01, yet ſure is to be underftood according to the emenua g 
the Goſpell, unleſle he doe repexr and returne frcerety unto God - 
againe,for whoſoever doth fo, there is certaine merey by other 
places made over to him in Chriff,and what is the full anportance 
of that place will anon be explicated)Ic will bean enquiry though 
of ſome aifficalry,yet ofas great »ſe and neceſſity as any one other 
in all Divinity,to fearch what ſinnes there are, for which mercy is 
to be had under the Gofpe//and for what nor. For that ſome men 
are dawned, and not all finally ſaved, there is no doubr, and yet 
as little there "_ to be, ;thar this is for ne that one man is 
£wilty of, andtother zor ; from-whenceit followes that ſeeing no 
mai is gi/e/efſe of fmne, ſome degreer or ſorts there maſt be of 
that gilt in oe, whichare not in another, and according to thoſe 
different degrees, (though every of them be-of 5 /e/fe or without 

ret, 0s'by the rengar of the firſt Covenant danming, yet) under 
The Gafpell or ſecond Covenant.the adjudging of men to heaven or 
bell is proportioned, A2 From 


LO OO— 


'S 


of Sinnes of 


84,” 


. Selt.3. 


| Sef-4.. 


| Set. 5. 


From all which this reſults, that ſome ks»ds,or ſorts, or degrees 
of me, or mere plainely,ſome ftates of finnexs, are under the 
Goſpell dawning, ſome are nor; ſome reconcileable witha good c- 
ſtate, ſome: »or;ſome for which there is ſare zercy in Chriſt, ſome 
for which. there is as cerrainelxno mevcy.; for though the mercy of 
God be inflate andlo/infarhomableby-our finite wits, yerwhen 
he hath in the Goſpel defin'd how farre his mercy ſhall exrend,and 
beyond what termes it ſhall not,'twill be no infolence to affirme, 
that God will not have mercy on any who are not qualified ac- 
cording to that ſecond Covenant of his, who are not ſuch perſons 
to whom oxely-he hath promiſed wercy, at leaſt if they be ſuch as- 
of whom he hath affirmed [they ball not have mercy. 

Thus farre to juftify the frzeſſe , and w/e, and neceſitie of this 
ſearch.Now for progreſſe in it. It will be eafie to define in the gene- 
rall.1.That all finnes in the world,be they never ſo great,of what 


fort or kind ſoever, if they be rerrafed with true repentanceſhall 


certainly be forgiven;(for that any a# of ſin ſhould be irrewniſible,. 

they that affirme doe it on this ground that they that commit 
at at ſhall never truly reperr, implying that if they did reperr, 

it would be remiſſible ) and in this the onely difficulty will bee,.1 

What 7r#e repentance 15.: And 2. Whether that be neceſſary to the 

obtaining pardon for every ſinne.: | 

© To the firſt, I anſwer, that true repentaxce is a change a through 


change of mind, (called in the Scripture, and the ordinary ſtyle of - - 


Divines,the new creaturebeing regenerate onverſion;ſpirituall re- 


ſurreFtion,forſaking of PI habitaall ſanfification;. 


fencereefaithful reſolution of new life zeformatio,amendment,'uTavoa, 
as it ſuperaddes to «Twinan pirddras F rf, a amuarion® and what 
ever doth not.amount to thus much ts-not 1r#e ſaving Tepentance, 
to which the promiſes.or mercies of Chrift doe appertaine. And fo 
conſequently many ſpecious pretenders to that Title are exch- 
ged.Such are bare ſorrow for {inne,ſuch:the 291m panitentie, the 
wiſhing they were penitent, ſucha bare warring of the /aw of thi 


mind againſt the law of the members ,.whilſtwe are carried captive | 


to the [aw of ſaxe;and many the like. | | 


- Tothe ſecond] mult: anſwer by diſtinguiſhing the equivocu/nefſſe 7 
of the queſtion. For the meaning of it may be, 1. Wherher amend- 7 
mentor forſaking, Or overcoming every particular (inne be neg ſſa- :- 
: ; | L kX : . : LETS | ' ry I 
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Weakettfſe and Wilfulneſſe. 


7 to the obtaining of pardon for thar ſome , whetherir be ofin- 
frat 


7 or otherwiſe:and ifthat be meant,.I anſwer, No. For that 


-ſomefinnes are of that nature,that-as long as we have this mortals 
_ I#firme' fleſh about ns, we can never hope to be 7:4 of them to ger 


- wiftory over them:ſuch as for which the ſacrifices were appointed 
£0 be offered under the /aw, and for which Chrifts ſacrifice once 
offered isa perfetexpiation; and theſe by the tenour of the ſecond 
Covenant,or through the mercy of God in Chr;/# ſhall never bee 
imputed tothe penitent ſinner;] meane to him who hath amended 
all others;and hambled himſclfe before Godgand beſoughr his mercy 
4n Chriſt, and by faith laid told of itfor theſe, which though he 
Jabour againſt them fxcere/y;hecarmot throughly amend or over- 
Come. = 

But ifthe meaning be,fecond}y, Whether the atFall amending 
of all his knowne finnes which conſequently may by the Chriſtian 
be amended, be required necefſarily to make a man capable of 
the pardon even of his finnes which cannot be amended; T anſwer, 
that it is very probable to be ſo.-.Becauſe Chriſts /afferings ſeeme 
not be advantegeous(at all, not fo: muctras to the waſhing away 
of humane frailties) to any but thoſe who are i» Chriſt, t,e.to new 
creatures, Who alone are fo; however that wilt notbee a materi- 
al ſcruple, thongh it ſhould be lefc d;/purab/z,as long as this other 
propoſition be taken for infallible(which is ſo)that except we re= 

pent we ſhall all” periſh, i. e.' that he that hath not forfaken all 
wilfull ſinnes, ſhall (whether for his wilfu/Fſinnes onely, or his 
wilfull and: fraztties both together, it martery no) be certainly 
condemme d. £5h | . £ 

By the anſwering of theſe twa gueſtions ſo much hath been 
2ined,as that we may make another gezerall reſo/ation, and de- 

e ſecondly, that ſome /iynes are reconcileable with a tree pent- 
tent,convert,regenerate eſtate, others are not . And 'conſequenrh 
Tome not deffrattive.underthe ſecond Covenantgthoughothers are, 
What theſe are in geverai7will alfo in the third place be cafily de- 
fined.Sinnes of infirmity are reconcileablewilfutt finer are not, 

Vnder -- pant I containe all forts that are 'uſuilly reduced 
ro thar head, and which have beene briefly mentioned in another 
diſcourſe ; Whether thoſe that proceed from any nor :w!pabie de- 
fe of my underſtanding as finnes of iguorance,or from: ſome pre- 

EO A3 ſent 
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See. 6... 


SefF. 7. 


Set. 8, 


of Conſcience. 
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Sel. 9, 


| Seft.10. 


"ſent prevailing temptation, which though I uſe all meanes in my 


Power againlt it, Icannot overcome ; or from ſome advantage ta- 


ken by Satan,8&c.in the aſſaulting me cither onehe ſuddaine,wher 
| . Thave not rye, touſc 


thoſe meanes which I might otherwiſe uſe 
which we call /uddaine ſirreption; or from the frequency or reper 
tition or almoſt comtimuedne ſſe of the rempration,which when I have. 
repell'd it never {0 oftengerarves againe, fo that if ever my warch 
be :nutermitted(which conſidering our humane frazlty it is though 
not /ogically,yet morally impoſsible, but it ſhould ſome time or 0- 
ther)I lhallinfallibly fall,(which we uſc to call ſinnes of dayly in- 


 <#r10s) ar from the levity and undiſcernibleneſſe of the matter, 


or from any other prizciple, which by that meaſure of grace thar 
God affords me,(or if I be not ca/{pably wanting to my ſelfe in 
xeglefting the ule of the means preſcribed he is ready to afford me) 
I am not able to reſiſt. Supperng al this while that 'tis not upon 
ſome former wilfall pune of mine that God by way of pazi/kment 
withdrawes this grace xece{ary to the refifting of it;for if it be ſo, 
then thoughit may truly be ſaid, I cannot now ref that Suve for 
want of that grace ſo withdrawne by God,yet will not this paſſe 
fora ſinne of infirmity. 

On the other ſide under the name of w:/ful! fiznes I meane not 


_ all »illingly committed, or volwntary ſinnes, (for all{in as far as 
It is ſcwne 15voluntary, and therefore linnes of infirmity are volun- 


tary )but all that are not exculable by any of thoſe tormer titles 


Of i*firmity,or all that are not included under ſome of thoſe heads. 


Thus farre in the way of generall defining there is no great dif- 


' ficulty. That begins to ſhew it ſelfe when we come to the wve- 


x25 or particular, to mention what finnes in fpecie,Or indivedyo, 
what /orts of ſin or as ofthoſe ſorts, are ſinnes of infirmity, what 
not; And this is indeed an i»/#perable difficulty, 1. Becauſe one 
man hath more kyowledge, more guickzeſſe of underſtanding, and 
alſo more grace then another, and ſo that ſinne in ſpeszc, Or 3ndi- 
viduo, that ſort Or particular at of finne, which he hath power to 
reſiſt and evercome, that other man that hath /eſſe powerghath not * 
power LO overcome ; andif ſo, twill be an infirmzry in him, though - 
in tother tis not.z,Becaufe any ſpecificall jure comes backed with 
more temprations {and 10 makes a more forcible impreſſion upon |: 
the 1/4) at xe time then another; & conſequently rhough it were * 


not : 


A —— 


Weakeneſ and Wi n Bi Nolneſſe. 


a rand = man Fac onetimemore at ro ro) 
flare of drſerromr iv iscleare; as alfo-whencither by drnrkermeſſe or 
any other c#/pabhe extravagancy (through rage or Juft not retifted 
inthe ficſt motion.)the man is utrerly debauchedfromhis 2.1 rat 
and /p:iriruall ftrengrh, and no way adleto refilt rhoft remprations, 
which. at another vime he would fcorne'to be caprivare#wirkl, 
But theſe two cauſes will not be very pertinent to che' bnſt- 
veffe in-hand:becauſe, as is ſuppoſed in rhem,rhat which broughe 


this weaukeneſſe upon the man, was ſome cx/oable, nay Wilfull af,. 


t———w——__CC EE 


noe above his Srayth ae owe time, yer at anurher tithe it may; Yet 
x ſome whey time; as ofa marr tit* , 


Se. pÞ, 


(or yeehdivg of his)commirtedithen againſ? ftrenrrh,C cfhough now. * 


or 
that frexqth be-nor ſufficient againſt rhe confequent aſfaule Jand 
ſe no way apt t6-exexſe the finne, that it primarily: berrayed him: 
te;. But if the caſe be fet of fone imworert accident which canfes- 
this aberurionghen it will be pertinent torhe thing which I now 
arme,.(to-wit the evidencing the aiffcx/ty of fuch particufar de- 
ing wovgam)as we knows marvin-time of ſadreſſe will be able 
ro rexe& ſome zo//y propoſails,whichyer in tme-of mirch(ſappo- 
_ mourns and Javmeleſſe , and as perfe&tly fiuleſſe in it 
lc,as that contrary ſarlnofſe) he will not perhaps br ab&; nay;as 
ppucraterafficmes jn his track aw 0: deg: 57bror, one aire Or place 
may ſtrongly a«chine # man to:ene whether 2571477 /nne, which 
znother doth nor; 8&&where the 5»c/hmerroxy ave flrayger or weaker, 
there we knows the freovgeh being: in-degree: fiippoſed the /ame 
mult prove. unproportiomble t6-the one-thouph norche orher, 
alle and fuffjcienc 1079/ the weaker , rough inſufficient ro 

ſbdvte the/ » inc lination- | | 

 Tacomeyer more clearely to-rfiar whiichiisof enry apninge 
ice &owzxat one hone(which, drowzi- 


rience:Suppoſe a man a licele” | | 

noſe thu. vieue puveicuhoolgin ve 2 fre bur a narwr-al fir of 
/ | sonrper dur doberend(foppofcfiinectiroughty awakgd, 
angautobaliaciit ofd&vwaireyatemottier time; andhien ſup= 
that:the fame prapeſea be made-to-fiimr arbor tttoſe rimes4it. 
may very probably be received at one time,and rejeed at avother,; 
nay; i6the: propſeats be' xm undertaking: d:ſFu3ve of his proſtne 
dpjy 0tflexp, map eaſily be' affirmed thiar in.thatdrowny- fit he 
kat nafreagrheo refit; teuvgft at avorher time tie kak. _=_ 
29759291 reaſon 


Sef. 123. 


—”— — we — 


Co” Ss 


xeaſon is, becauſe,ſleepe being a /igation. of the faculties, drowei+ 
neſſe likewiſe is.{o in- ſome degree, : and the Want of thatdegree 
may diſable the »»derfarding or wpper ſoule —_—_— 
ſtrongly enough at that time, that which at.another time it ſha 

be able to repreſent.ſo ſtrongly, that the contrary:propo/alr of rhe 
ſenſe ſhall not dare to appeare before it.From-whenceLconceiye 
it followes, that if the propoſal, ſuppoſed in:this cauſe,be.a fnfult. 


propoſall,that finne committed by that drowzy man will be a ſinne/ 


of infirmity, which ifit were committed by the ſame man broad' 
awake, would. be a ſinne againſt frength, and ſo a wilful ſinne; 


From whence yet, the man ſo deceived once -or twice ought to' 


/ 


- receive admonition that hereafter, ifany weighty —_— 'wherein 


his d#ty be concerned, be repreſented to him in the like poſtre, he 
will before he conſents or refuſes,diſcutere ſomunm,ſhake off ſleepe, 
that he may not be ſo unfit a zxdge, or if he find his owne weake- 
neſſe ſuch that he cannot, he willappoint ſome. bady elſe to a- 


wake him throughly,that.he be not thus conſtantly izporent;For 


if he doe not uſe theſe. meanes.to.recover his ſtrength, when. he is 
aware of them, it may ceaſe.to be an infirmity. vB 
From all which as.we have evidenced the diffic/ty of che pro- 
blem applyed to particular individadll ſinnes:or perſons, ſo we 
conceive our diſcourſe to have given ſome hizts which will be. 
uſefull coward this diſcovery. Eſpecially: this, that anyfinne.com- 
niitted by him that hath at that time ſtrength or grace to reſiſt it, 
or whoſe wilfull fault it hath beene, that he hath not thar /zffies- 
ent ſtrength(as if cither ſome former waſting ſime:of his, whether 
att or habit, have grieved the holy Spirit of God;and provoked God 
to withdraw it from him, which he would nor otherwiſe have 
done, or ifby the nſe of ſome meanes beforehand he mighthavye 
prevented the ſtrength of that-7»»preſion, or betterforrified him- 
ſelfe,or by «ſe of ſome other means, as of prayer, &c. at the pre- 
ſent he might yet get ſrength,or remove the rempter,and hemake 
»/e of none of theſe meanes through /enſwality or flmggiſtneſſe ) 
is a s/fu//{1nne, (not a finne of infirmity ) to that man at that 
time, EYTES 7 
And {p though we have no other particu/ar way:of defining, 
yet this We have, that will ſtandany man-in as ſeed forthe 


examining himſe/fe,and his owne guilts,or any confeſſor(that hath I 
EE ECT 2, received 


TIT. , 
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Weakeneſſe and vrilfolneſſe. 


received of his rinfiterr an exact: account not only of che'eSHar,) 


but -the circumſtances of the/a#iov, his qualifications at that time, 
and the particular wsgor of the aſſau/t?) av particular definitions ih 


concerning this, or that finne «ver ſim. would. 


As for example,if | would know.whetheriany a& of mineiowne, ; 


(or being a confeſſor)of my penitent;be x witfillfurne or nogmiſt 


firſt inquire,whether in that, power of rime,. when being! cejwpred E: 


committed ttmy underftanding or or {onul,and the ſpirit of God in 
me did move me more,or as frongly not to doe it, as the fleſs did 
to the commiſſion, allowing farther fomewhat of grace to incline 


the will, or of the wnderſtanding tomove it as much in proportion. 


as the will ſince the fall is naturally inclizedto the carnall appetite, 
(as you know when one Scale is heavier of it /effe then the other, 
or by ſome defawlr in the beame one is more apt to r#rnethen the 
other, you mult, if you would even the ballances and make an e- 
quilibrizm, | put more. weight in the. Scale: thar. is apt. to fly up ) 
Or if this be an obſcure operation, why then I muſt deſire thee to 


..- examine whether at that time thy Spiri* or Conſcience told thee, 


this was not to be done, and that on paine not only of Gods di/- 
pleaſure but allo of thy erernall damnation, (which mult certainly 
be farre greater motives of, dezerwent even to fleſp and blowd, then 


” any pleaſure the fleſh can repreſent, canbe a/leFive to the con- 
- trary)andif thou findeſt it did, and yer for all this thy wi//con- 
-* ſented to the fleþs in its propoſall, then this is a ſinne againſt 
 ftrengtha wilfull ſinne,and not of infirmity. 


Bur if thy conſcience, Or ſpiritQr wpper ſoule,: at that time did 


not this, then 'tis ro be reſolved on, that it failed to doe the dury 


3 


7 
o 


| F that timegas drmnkenneſſe,crapula, &c.or thirdly, from ſome habir 
x which I haveby former a&s of the finge which;Fam now tempt- 
3 cd to,contrattedy, tothe blinding on my -#nderſtanding, Or grieving 
3H SH ; hs : of 


- ofa. watchman, andifit did ſo, then my ſecond inquiry will be, 
2 From whence that failing of g__ aroſe? (forif it be awake 
.> anddiſpoſed as it ſhouldbe 

; redto be, if we make »ſe of that grace )it will peakeand admoniſh 


, (and as even yet by grace it is prepa- 


- us, and that not in word; which are ſubje&t to miſunderſtanding, 


but in ſexſe which therefore; we. cannot conceive.) Whether, 


. firſt, from Gods juſt deſertion the puniſhment of ſome formey lin, 


| or ſecondly, from ſome preſent adtuall inne of mine'upot me at 


”% 


Se. 15, f 
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——_— that:it full be able to 
Er ra 
i ſelfe will not yee excare oreompleat | bur che fee 
bn: will Dn 970 
|| Sef17. , © Ifnone of abltheſe be found chargeable gpon rthee,asthe or5p5- 
” mlof und xoprrive 00 ereat a ot tharſinme ring I cun 
-  asyet es om ONE 1 thivOly, rhy 1m— 
derftnnding I e BE de) in rpm all as 
| tt were,by « "om neal, ff, w o_ ſleepers 
| | cvſable frntitty,ot ele (as/in a drexzy far)not y awake.there 
A be not ſome ben ws d to thee by God, 


j whichifthon haWbuſel, thou miphtcit tane wakewed thy wner- 
il ſtanding jor Athy :w5l/;0t weakened vhe rompration: and if ſo, 
and thou haſt, Thr +ligence, or confidence, (pirtuall ſecxri- 


5 r pride, omitted romakeaeivfichem, then will this ſtil! a= 

modunt2o a »/fw//{inhevora'finge agxitift m_ - gs when the | 

Lumnatioque Son was brought ro he Diſcopler of Drift and the Text ©. 

ths faith 2442.17. 27.they .romlilwot caſt the exill ſpirit. ovr;xnd Chriſt = 
| f SIVES the reaſon why they could HNGt, berntfe, ſwith he, this birde : 
| $orth norunt, bat by pr auzhfaſting, Chrift yerehargeth them, -1 
ſit with 1»juteliryalmolt any es ation;bow long" © 
it foull 1.be withyos ? how-long frull I (uffe becauſe there ye E 
| inp ſuckers over Loren 24 nay _ they replete} 
/ thoſe meanes,& ſo only byrhatweylet? became wmeb ie.” The Rte of 

ff | faithdeſſe 'Mm That:place -pivesivs yetia more Perfect notion-of a © 

| if purehetchichertonne tavearrnedto, thatiit'is notonly _ 
li} That xwhich is apuiniſt warn ull:ronſcronceOr Pivituall infaſrons but 
| wiothat whioh'is)pareient 'fairh, 5.0, comes robecom- | 
i mirred by negleQing the wept ſomrwewmes, which the word uf, * 
i Chrifs,orthe Soriprre offcre-xndproferibesee us, eſpecially if by 
l our former faytiny we have diſeernced the wamrwetave of ſach 
f an aniey Forinvhiczeſ peRtioftlirefitingto ſuchmeanc: : 
ff vittory Fuirhiisfaitev bethe 00rrcoming the world, 1'fohn 1.4; 
pn as NUT wich 'ghe pnomifer eri{rerrors of the 1 


- 3 
Seft. 18. — Bunkeryerknchofoned abs if arthetime-of commiſſion I ; 


nity 07 Yates > 


—— a. 
becauſe of the freugeh of thenwpeaton hucrying thee, as not 


SeF.19. 


Set. 20, 


a 


| ta give thee lca(we to NOx OK «te, (veluch may feeme to 
| intule that aRian ta the utle of jufſraicy 7; thaw tial: then en 
quize,wl ay nenidbng(n from contopiation; of the 
pleaſure $6 )FIOMEautronces way Arno ered av 
- } ther maruſe chavihts, or fomenibesarthers heritanither, thav ack 
a | made the companion. (0 frengs as cherko wauks; whica thou with 
- » difcerneby this enquiry, whathes before tholt mureſt: chaughne 
< | *&c, were cntertained,thow wert not «Neto makerffmrrcothe. 
- alin ucandihen, if por —— 
only the intervenience of theſe prepertory jeeidiege did betta 
, the! to this ;»porexce, 2nd it was in thy c— (by =araralt or fo 
Fa pernaturall ſtxexgth 2lready had, or prayer eithey a5 it hath. a pro- 
D, miſe of wy NO or 35 ju. ancxcellent, meahes of —_— 
ry to. bave refifed thoſe kaginmogayvelhent thou dididyee/a,vhewftitl is 
_ this a wilfullrure,or finve againſt flroggrh, i 
he | As for other finnes more clearely and immediately againſt 1- 
-t | tural conſcience, 3gainlt Faith, (or direQions ofthe Scripture for 
riſk the avercoming tho world) agaiblh/upernanall foongoh or grace, 
Js 25 Contumacious fubborne pro/ſampreauciinnes;therewill be treele 
iem | fcrupleto any man, or cauſe te katepo him from proxoneing of, 
ome” = andcharging ov. them the rune: of #4alurſſe, and conchiling 
ben o (Cwithour reallchavge) the certaine demuizgneſe of them even 
4 under Chriſt. L Gy par icnlarly, areomptes lance when Lorke 
ie of . ring that Gods mercy in Chriſt ivetther aatirniceg,and may belong 
ofa _ Ttoanythemolt wweformed,or that it is drererdabfolurely to-ſome 
only  P*:ſoxs, without any reſpect to qualifications or demeariures, rq 
Aut Sar the perſecwror's as well as Paxh the Apoſfte) the finner 
eom- | runnes comfortably and. alaerionfly'on, withour any 70gyer of con 
ord of. ſcience + the doing ſois certaincly- no linne df infirmyzey; becauſe 
rif by - though ſome ex-ow- may be pretended for: kis ſo-doing, and that 
Finch error ſceme apt.to lend himexcufe; m? 
—_— —_ fri, exrarrs, that are not /inple orrowrs, but bring virios 
15.4. Jike afterthemgare nor exnaſablc (becauſe nor invincible) erowyr, 
of the } he xule' of the. agenda: on. deries off his being ſo-aleare in the 


Seripexre and: in the hearrthar moiman can Be iwoorsbly: ipyorwent 


2 of thaty Rom.T0. 8,9. and Davis pou 146 The word that ignow con 
it, | wwavdonis nt hid or mpaiiiblc, o_—_ fetehing.Chrift from hea- 
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ven, or the grave, athing quite out'of our power, but'ir is nigh 
thee,in thy month, and in thy heart, that thou mayſt doe it. And 4 
condly,itwill be apparent;that even thoſe erowrs on which that 
pngi_g buikc, being ſimply conſidered;are demonſtrable ro 
errours({uppoſita fide) or to one that ackiiowledges the Scripture, 
becauſe: there be ſo many _ inthe Scriprare point-blanke a- 
sainſt them, particularly thoſe of the condition.al/promiſes every 
where ſcattered.Neither ciroumciſion,&c.but the new creature, but 
faith couſummate.by love, but: keeping the Conmundements of God; 
Without bolineſſe. no man foallſee the Loyd ; 'He that confeſſes and 
forſakes ſhatt have mercy; He that hath this hope purifies, &c. And. 
having therefore theſe promiſes let us cleanſe, &c. 
. From what hath beene faid;it will be more then probable,that 
all acts.of fornication,adnultery,&c.(which I ſhall ſuppoſe never to 
be/aQually.committed without ſome ſpace of deliberation, or if 
they be, then I meane thoſe other wherein that d#/iberation inte- 
poles) are wilfwll ſmnes,and ſo alſo all afts of drankenneſſe,unleſle 
when through ignorance ofthe frength of the /iquor,or the weake- 
zeſſe of the braine, the man ſuddainly fall into it by deſiring to 
quenchhis thirſt,or doe fomewhat which is /awfull; wherein yert,if 
after one-0s more trials he miſcarry- the /econd or a third time, it 
will {till be a wi/fz{{{inne ; So alſo Hying or ſpeaking that which 


we know to be falſe, to the defrauding and wronging of another, | 


or for any vainglorious defigne; So againe,any-finne of oppreſsion, 


injuſtice, cc. or generallyall rhoſe where there is any rime of ad- - | 


vice and dehberation ; For where ever that liberty is, there is ſup- 


 poſedan abiiiryand —_— in the pper ſonule of a Chriſtian to 
1ence-to 


preſent arguments for obe od, ſtronger then any the 
devill,or the worla,or flefs,can' offer for the contrary.As for kiHing 
a man, though the Zaw of the Land is wont to diſtinguiſh of wi/- 
fulland not wilfull murther, yet to any man inhis wits, the tab- 
bing his neighbour(or _—_—— other ſuch »eanes as may probably 
take away: his /ife would ſeeme ſo ftrarge,that Icannot conceive 


bur his fx;rit ſhould be able to deterre him from it in that ſpace, 
which is required that any ſuch. Weapon may be prepared; For if it) 


be ſaid, his rage doth gag or filence his ſpirir ; Iſhall anſwer, that F, | 

the 74;fing of his rage to that pitch was not in a mvinwre,but grew 

ypon him by degrees, and then there was time and meanes to pre- 7 
| | | vent 
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vent that growth, which ke thar did not make uſe of will hardly 
be able thereby to excaſe or exrenuare the ſubſequent finne, | 
. Per IERbans I know not how in ordinaty- diſcourſe or in Set, 22, 
any caſe (extra canſas | mo legitimas, wheres is ſuppoſed per- 2 
feftly lawful) it can be made a finne of infirmity ; for im commu- 
vication Chriſt's words are ſo plaine [But I ſay wnto you, Sweare 
yot at all,and particularly, Let your communication be yea,)ea, ce 
for whatſoever ts more, is m 7% range. fromthe evill _ that it 
would amaze any man to ſee that it ſhould become an 'or»vament 
or tolerable part of a Chriſtians dale... Andif it beinyage, then 
I dare fay, that either that man hath formerly in ſome meaſure 
enured his tongue to. ſwearing, or not ſo ſtritly made conſcience 
of an oath, as Chriſf's precept obligeth him ;- for he that never 
ſwore, will not-in 5mpatiexce probably fall our into thoſe formes 
of ſpeech that he never #/ed, (buralwaics vowed and reſolved a- 
gainſt) but into ſome other which he hath been-more ſed to, or 
which he could heare in others with leffe horroxr and aereſtation, 
or which were a more naturall — for that paſſion. And if you 
marke it, that which-rage doth is onely to-blind thewnderſtanding, 
(and ſo to fteale out any proper effetts 'of rage,, as: preſuming of 
their impunity, or not conſidering the contrary danger) bunt notto 
barry nsto the commiſſion of any or every other finne indifferent- 
ty,and at a venture. And why a rage ſhould caſt one-upon uſing 
Gods name in oathes, (which before he had never phanfied for any 
uſe but in-his-prayers) any more then on many. other unheard of 
finnes, Iam ſo farre from conceiving any reaſon,that Lmuſt con- 
clude it impoſſible,unlefle it proceed from the being w/ed in ſome 
meaſure to that ſinne, or having a more favorrableealy opinion 
of-it. And yet after all chis, that ruge-it ſelfe being ſo /n-Chriſti- 
- anathing,which weare fo obliged tO prevent,(and.if in time-it be 
- Not prevented,will not alwaies paſſe for an infirmity-in a — 
Will beunable to parronize. or: excuſe any ſuch-one oathgiwhicl 
- thatputs into our mouthes;' but on the other ſide, the obſerving 
+ that my rage hath\made me ſweare, muſt 'in-any .reaſon give me 
2 ſoſtritta watch over my ſelfe intime.of provocation; as never to 
+ Jet loaſe into a rage,' which proyes ſo inconvenientand- ſo come 
23 phiicatedaſinne unto me ; as he that finds-himſelfe quarrel/ome in \ 


q his drinke, hath: the greatelt obligation to: temperance of any.: As 
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| for any other wecnes that bring on ſieariug; cnfome, pride, one 


tation. iremigucts Xoys, filling up the deſcomr/e, none 


; Exrsſe it. froma Wifad linne ; eſpecially conſidering the merwrall 


intr 'that finae,that, were it not for ſome 
accidentaſtor extrinſecalt advantage, evil examples (which if it 
had beca aged ove, we could ealily enough. bave rajeted and xat 
init ated.) or cuftame localios perſonll, as that athey of the comm 
puny we are fed to, ſcaxce any man that heares {poarcey forbid-+ 
den-by Chriſt, will 4i/Ternehimielfe tohave any carne mvitatios 


to fweare, noe not '1:time Of rage. Mot PROS: 
The ſame I thinke may be: of all the grollt extwrrd att 


oflinne; or ſame six the members ; becauſe for the aiting of them, 
over. and above. the confers of the will, ſame pace is necefiarity 
ired, wherein -the ſpirit 0r upper ſoulegif it be about us; will be = 
Jr and_xcady to-5xterpeſe; if 1t may be hearkned to, (which - 
me thinkes is intimated by the 7 urkgs in a cuſtoine of theirs, who = 
when they meane to: give themſelves liberty to be: drawke, uſe to 
make a great m/e, which they ſay itsa Wernixg to their /ante to 
xetire into fome exmreame prirt of the trody, that it may nov he | 


Bator or Cerfor of this their hruſftiality.) Andif it be ryan 


away, - g4g7 &, or not hearkened toy then that ts a finne againſt _ 
ftrength, a. wilfull fnve. Which perhaps. was Saint foncs. his ob» _ 
ſexvanion, when he ſaid, Same beirg perfetted bringerh forth dearh, = 


woung:(0rc:amafſe for that conſent): of the wpper anule on one fide, - 
A rakes, the w3/l/ which | 


Brength ſoin the veryCovenant of grace a tatall mor:zforoms fin. b 
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fare we fab dhac the fate finno:- Set. 24. 
on nd ena rn arts rt 
andthe, yer this Jfivouie wil merdrhiscaution es y 
tha the meaning of it be onely:;this, that a ſfinnechat is oxe/yan 


is, Mightbe bucan 


infirmity in one, may by forme meanes of aggravation become wil- 
ful]. in another, but not F corre, -that which, upon ſome 


grounds pr.fuppoſition of fireugrh commonts all men, may beds 
weunrer/me dehard 2 Wilfatt freer, can by apy meancs be enrromnte 
redlintomanmfirmy. Thatwhich Imowray, Imeancofany groffe 
ontwerd aft, or habit of Tinne,becauſe m vheſeT-concetve there 4s 
fame noma O07. ſtay, wherein the Siryr may be adviſedwith ; and 


chenthar being dippoded ingood OT -regererarebate will 
not failets ſuggeſtiifacientarguments againſt thatifinne, and fo. 
be ;:a-meanes it9 rw1ralt chat fordden Rolon romſent, before it come 


t0a4, at leaſt tohabir; Or if it be not itiſetfe without arxilia- 
nies able rocombatwithithe 


meabew The t os, Which we by rr949g, and make 
we of choſemmoancs; be thoy-our prayeyocither for grave in time 


Having:laxd has much-of witft inner Chor the di[abafing of S925 
thoſewho.arc.overapt to darterebrmſelvepther chem Ire 


= firvnitiecandmo more,antthereforefurev? 
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ſball not thinke. this diſcourſe chargeable or accufable 'of any 
dangerous or hurtfull feueriry, by being apt:to drive: men to de- 
ſpaires 1, Becauſe it:is knowne'in'Scripture and acknowledged by 
al, and now:conſelt by this paper, that there: is a 2abula poſt naw- 
fraginm, a planke after "2x quires repentance, as'it implyes forſa- | 
king, and ghongeief mind, and.the working : of that inevery ſuch © 
(innenis.the thing that all this while Licrend, and'there is noway | 
poſlible for the workzng it, but this, by repreſenting the danger, 

if it be not wrought, which he, that takes all his ſinnes for i»fir- 
mities, Will never be convine'd of, while he ſo thinks. And 2. be- 
cauſe the deſpaire that is dangeroxs is. that which is contrary to 

the parifying hope, to that hope that-ſets upon amendment, by al- 
ſuring that there is mercy to be had on /uch rermes; And as any 
other hope is but growndleſſe confidence, ſo any other deſpaire but 
that which makes us give over amending,is in ſome reſpects a ve- 

ry .»ſefull,at leaſt not very noxions, deſpaire : uſefull, if it ſet us on 
ending, when without it.we would not ; as:in caſc of deſpaire or 
diſtruſt onely of o#r preſent condition, in reſpe'of our preſent 
ſ5ns, but not of the futre,becaule there is yet place for repentance: 

or ot noxious, I meane not-ſo farre, as to damne, ordo any thing 

bur deprive us of ſome comfortable aſſurance here, (the waxt of. 
which, if we want nothingelſe, will never prejudice any mans /al- 
vation, whatever they thinke, that take this uſſwraxce to be Faith) 

as in caſe of dying without all hope of Heaven, when that no hope 
proceeds onely trom an amazing fight of former finnes, which :-: 
chough we have ſimcerely forſaken, yet none but God infallibly 
ſees that we have, and ourſelves out of an humble lowly conceit of 
all our owne actions, (our repentance particularly wndervalued b 

us) thinke and re/o/ve we have not. For ſure if God ſee we have 
changed fracerely, and ſo there be aſſnrance reſpetu objeti, in re © 
[pet of the objett, tis an erroxy in us to thinke we have not; (from +: 
whence proceeds the #ox-aſſuraxceof the Subje&) and this erroux 
if it be onely in the wnderſtaxd;ng, and produce no evill life, will 
ſure damme none that ſhould not otherwiſe be damned. 6 

For whereas it .may be objefed, that he may ſeeme ro want * 

that affance in Chriſt for ſalvation, which is a ſaving neceſſary - Þ 
grace,l anſwer,that that ae (that is ſo) is the ro/{inp wy ſelfe | ' 


on Chriſt for ſalvation, and if I periſh, 1 periſh, the denying atid re- 


nouncing 3 
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nouncing all truſt in my ſelfe in my. owne righteonſneſſe, faith, 're= 
pentance, my owne any thing, but only Chrift,arid God's werey in 
him; not the beleeving my perſonall eleftion, or that I ſhall be ſa- 
ved what ever my finnes be, and how «»reformed ſoever. For be- 
ſides that this is in an »»reformed (ſinner (ſpeaking of wilfall fins) 
were the beleeving of a Lye,. becauſe there is really no mercy or 
Salvation for ſuchebeſides thisI ſay there is no obligation or com- 


— 


mand in Scripture,which can be thought to make it azty or xeceſ- 

ſary tor any to beleeve himſelfe a true pexirentiary even when he + 

is ſo, *Tis true we are commanded to prove our worke G&c. Gal.6.4. 

ze. to ponder and ballance every a#5oz we take in hand whether 

it will beare the Sox yo of the reſt or no, and this we are in- : 
0 


llows, that we ſhall have z2v7 nz porey 


ffing 


® Fort, which will be recompenced abundantly by the gaines it 
; & brings with it. of being d;/deceived and brought timely and hap- 
,. © Pily to repentance, 


2 of Sinnes of 
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. The ſhort is, let theſe ſinnes which thou ſeeſt i22proved,perhaps 
beyond thine expeAation into wilfull finnes, be ſincerely reſolved 
and laboured againſt, and all meanes »/ed for the performing that 
reſolution,8 then if by any unſuperable weakenefle of thine thou 


_ faileſt in performing. it or -overcomming them, perhaps I ſhall re- 


tra my doctrine in ſome part as it is appliable to thee;orit I doe 
not,be confident T have done thee no conſiderable izjary,though I 
ſhould have deceived thee in ſome particular; I am ſure Iam not 
guilty to my ſelfe of any defigne to do ſo,and therefore IT hope my 
errour ſhall not be a culpable one, becauſe error amoris, an errour 
of kinaneſſe,or careyor love,in that I deſired to make heaven as ſure 
to thee as I could,though not to make thee over ſure of heaven.” 
Somewhat being thus ſet downe by way of charaFer to know 
»ilfull ſinnes by, we ſhall ſuppoſe that that will alſo be he/pefull 
to the defining what ſxnes of infirmity are. For of that no ſcruple 
will be made to affirme,that what ever finne is not wilfs/l in any 
of the former deſcriptions of it,mult be reſolved to be of infirmity; 
there be no middle or third betwixt thoſe two in the /econd cove- ' 
gant-aecount of ſinnes.By the rule therefore of contraries we ſhall 
beſt proceed. 1.In generall,to define a fxxe of y oc your which 
is not againſt frength or grace, or that which ( though we labour 
and endevoxr ſincerely againk all fiane, and uſe what meanes we 


Are convinc't will tend to the overcoming of finne)we yet fall in- 


to, either through hwmane frailty alone, or through Satars cun- 
zing, taking advantage of that our frailry. | | 
As firſt,when (as at firſt we gave hints of reſolution )any invin- - 
cible and ſo excuſable ignorance of Gods will in ſome particulars 
betray me to ſome ſinne,(for then my #»derftanding or = isnot - 
of ftrength ſufficient to adviſe me) then the finne is of weakyeſſe, 
and therefore Rom, 14. they that are called the weake,v.1.are ex- - 
plained to be they that /acke kyowledge v. 10. which all they that 
have are called the ſtrong through that Chapter. Or fecondly,. + 
when the ſuddainneſſe of the aſſault gives not my ſpirit leafure > 
to repreſent thoſe perſwaſpves and determents which tt would doc - | 
if it were not ſo ſurprized; and ſo for want of thoſe repreſentati 
ons on that ſide, the preſent promiſes of the rempration: doe pre- 
ponderate and prevaile againk all that is offered to the contrary, 
For as a man that hath rize to ſer himſelfe upon his guard _—_ k, 
able/2 
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able to reſiſt and vangqniſh that enemy which by ſurpriſall rakes, 
and bindes8& conquers him with eaſe,ſo is the will of a man in caſe 
of ſuddaive ſurpriſal;It hath no /ciſxre to make w/e of thoſe ſuccours 
that reaſon contd afford;if it had time to muſter them up. Andſo be- 
ingmore weake at ſuch times then at other, the ſinnesthat at ſuch 
time it yee/ds to,but would not at another, are ſinnes of Infirmiry. 
For 'tis to be obſerved that the wpper ſoule moves the will not 


as a naturall but rationall agent, uſes [yllogiſmes and arguments tO 


perſwade, hath not that deſporical{ power to have it at its becke or 
nod, *tis not by a Goe andit geeth, and come and it cometh, (as Ari- 
ftotle's Philoſophy ſeemes to ſet it.) that what the wnderſtanding 
preſcribes to be done, the will muſt doe; but the courſe is of ſome 
more /ength. The underſtanding muſt diſpute and canvaſſe it a- 
gainſt the carnall appetite,anſwer the motives brought by that,and 
then give »zore perſwaſive ones for the contrary;and then perhaps 
the underſtanding is otherwiſe 4#/y at that minute when the 
temptation comes , and the popular carnall argument that it hath 
uſed, hath prevailed and gotten conſent before the wnder/tandin 
was aware Of it, either through-preſent ufineſſe and inability to 
attend more things at once, or for want of an «yxirue [xddenneſſe 
of mind to repreſent preſently the argumentsit hath on its ſide, 
or to find out the Sophi/mes ont other. Or however, To diſpute it 
throughty and cleave all difficulties, and indeed (if it be but) to 
make this one Sy/logiſme, [ the terrours of the Lord belongs to 
him that commits ſuch a ſinne as thou art now zexmppred to bur 
that man is »zad that will upon any carnall motives venture upon 
the rerrours of the Lordgtherefore that man is mad that will adven- 


| ture on that ſinne,] and then to prove and make good againſt 

* thecontrary fallacious ſuggeſtions of the fleſh, cc. every part of 
; that Sy/logiſme, and moreover to bring it home particularly to 
> theear that time,will require ſome /pace,and that(by the ſuddoin- 
- neſſe and #o-warning of the tepyptation)being not atforded,the /p;- 
* ri inthiscaſc is not able to doe its d#ry , and ſo the finne will be 
'2 committed for want of frength. For the Want of trength that e- 
+ ſpecially denominares the ſinne of i»firmity, is not any want of 
=; bodily ſtrength(for whatever is committed for want onely of that 
= is akind * 
3 /o much as of infirmity,an att or _ of the body,not of the will, 

P 2 


rape; no voluntary ation, nor conſequently any ſinne 
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and ſo not chargeabfe upon the 24% which'is primarily his /oxle, 
#43 ov,thy ſoule is thou)bur of ſpiritual or inward ffrength,i.e. 
of grace,and of motives and ſuaforiesto-obedience,more effefuall, 
or operative, or power full, then any the world, or fleſh, or denilt 
hath to the contrary. And ſeeing theſe arguments are perpetually 
to be had from every regenerate Chriſtian's ſpirit, and the only 
want is the z0z-repreſenting Or non-prodacing of them in time of 
weede, if the caſe ſtands ſo, that by reaſon of the ſxuddaine ſurpri- 
zall, (or which is ſomewhat different) c/ancalar ſwrreption, when. 
from ſome #ndifferent acts a ſinne ſteales on us, as by drinking'oze 


 glaſſe of wine-Tam prepared to a readinefſe to-drinke a ſecond,and 


perhaps by that ſending up ſome c/o#d to the x»derſtanding, or 
warminggand ſ0 emboldning me,I may be much induced to a third, 
and ſo every ſtep make me more unable xot to proceed) they cannot 
be thus prodxced; this finne thus conſenred to mult needs be aſinne 
of ;»firmity in him that meerly through 7gzorance of the power 
of wine is 10 betrayed, though to him that had one ſuch warning, 
and yet thus fals againe as before I ſaid, I cannotbe ſo favorable, 

Oc thirdly, when the vig;/ance and importunare ai/;gence and 
indefatigable fiege of the temptation is ſuch, as that it the man 
doe not watch with as continued a diligence, 'the wi/? will be ta- 
ken #nfortrified,and ſo by that d;/advantage won to conſent,(as in 
caſe of daily incurſion of any one temptation,or of all ſinnes,ſome 
at one time,ſome at another,cvery minute almoſt ſome) then the 


finne that is commitred meerly thus,” may paſſe for a finne of 1n- 


firmity ;. becauſe though every aſſaxlr particularly conſidered be 
ſuch as thac the /pirir might have beene vigilant enough to pre- 


vent it, yet to be /o perpernallyupon the guard is morally impoſ- 
fible ; and ſo ſometime to x04, and ſlip, or ful! may paſſe uncenſu- 
red for an infirmity, And therefore when to that which is ſaid tru- 


ly of the ſecond C — the condition'of it is feiſable becauſe * 
oſpell no more required /#b periculo a- ” 


there is now under the | 
zine, but to doe what we are enabled to doe,and no man can be 


unable to doe that ] *tis wont to be objefed that no man ever -: 
did all that heis able to doe,and therefore though it be. Logically : 
poſſible to doe ſo, and ſo to performe the condition of the ſecond ; ; 
(though not of the firſt). Covenant, yet "tis moraly impoſſible, i. &. 8 

"tis not to be imagined that ever any man will do. it, (& then that '$ 


wil 


bu Weakeneſſe and Wilfulneſſe. ” 


willbe all one in effect with the condition of the firſt Covenant, 


2 
e: which is acknowledged xtterly impoſſible.)To this we anſwer,that, 
Il, therefore the Goſpell hath made proviſion even for theſe morall in- 
il poſſibilities, and not required the regenerate Chriſtian, /#b peri- 
ly culo anime, to performe alway what ever he is able to-performe, 
ly but indulged ſo much to Humane frailty, that what ever is morally 
of ©: conſequent to that, ſhall be matter of excuſe to us, and ſo partt- 
-j- >} cularly tofall ſometimes through daily incurſion of temptation, 
en. | oneſy becauſe I doe nor (which it cannot be expeFed I ſhould) 
ye © match atwaies, will be matter of excuſe alfo.. Ts 
nd _-  Belides theſe 3 heads bf ſinnes of 3zfirmury, ſome ethers there 
or © are, which will not ſo clearely be put underone or ſeverall heads, 
-d,, | ſuchas are thoſe that the levity of the matter and that inadver- 
wot zence betrayes us to,(ſuppoling that that be not groſſe, or affeed, 
ne or cauſed by ſome wilfwll ſinne) tor ſome degree of this there will 
er be in the moſt knowing and moſt vigilant man; and ſome finnes 
"7, will 4-opfrom us by this meanes, which wholly co avoid. may be 
Me. truely ſaid tobe above Humane Power. 
nd One head of theſe ſinnes of infirmiry there is yet behind, con- 
an | Caining many bratichesunder it, of which 'twould be too-long to 
ta- | treat patricularly, and yet without a particular deſcending topar- 
sin © zicnlarshardto define whether they be infirmities,0r no. Namely, 
me © finnes which paſ7os betrayes ns to, meaning thereby ſuch paſſions 
the - Which'tis not in the Chriſtian's power ſo to guell, but that they 
Tg. __ Will be aps thus to berray him. Theſe ſinnesare either 1. the.;var- 
1be © dzacy of theſe paſſions themſelves, which Ithinke neither natre 
pre= _ Nor grace can ſo wholly conquer in this lite, bat-that in ſome kind 
poſ= | orotherthere will at ſome time appeare ſome izordinacy,ſome at 
nſa- -,; Of either immoderate anger, or feure, orlove, or joy, or. ſorrow, at 
tru- + ſometime or other, and of theſe we may define in generall, that 
auſe * he that firſt /udies himſelfe ſo-carcfully as to diſcerne which of 
- theſe he'is moſt ;zclinable to'by his temper, and then' /abowrs. fru- 


'2 cerely againſt all, but with moſt;»dsſtry againftthat; vo which he 
2 is moſtzxclinable, (of which ſincerity he will be able to paſle ſome 
-: judgement by the daily ;»pairing of the violence of thole paſſivas, 
2 for ſareifhe Rbour fincerely,eſpectally by the uſe of proper meanes, 
;. 6, 2 be will be able to'advarce ſomewhat roward vittory, though nor 
2 abſolutely arrive £9 it) ſhall have the excuſe of i»firmities tor his 
A C3 ſome 
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' ſome few acts of immoderate paſſion, 


Or 2. Theſe finnes are ſome other ſpecificall as of ſinne which 
theſe paſſions betray men to, which though much different in guile 
as _—_ as nature from the mother finnes, and many times very far 
from infirmities,(for ſure he that for feare would ſacrifice to Idels, | 
through axger kill &c. will hardly be thus excuſed) yet is it very | 
poſſible that ſuch ſinnes that ſome paſſions may betray us to, may 
deſerve that title of infirmities. As when any natural trembling 
or other paſſion incident to the fleſs, being (without any improve- 
ment into an inordinate paſſion) an incitation of mind, makes me | 
not diſcerne ornot, mars, the ſinfulneſſe of ſome /mall /ight ſinne, - 
which offersit ſelfe to rid mefrom my feare&c.as if the venturing ' 
ot ſome /eſſer ow ſhould promiſe me re/c#e from death, which : 
being otherwiſe repreſented to me as wnaveidable, were withall 
very formidable tome. v | 
For although in this caſe the /eaſt ne be not in ſtrifneſle to 
be admitted, though it be for the ſaving of my /ife, and though 
the deliberate reſolution that in ſuch a caſe T will vextare on ſuch 
a ſinne, becauſe it is but a ſinne of Feakzeſſe and fo excuſable, 
do make it in that caſe to be wilful and wnexcuſable ; yet abſtra- 
fting it from:this, and conſidering it not before-hand, but,qnely ar 
the time of ſnddaine ſurprizall, it may be ſaid, that the zemptari- 
ou of the feare being ſo great above the proportion and ſize that 
the ſize is at that time repreſented in, this may paſle for a ſinne 
of infirmity. FE RP wg | HY 
To come now to ſpecificall or particular (innes, and define wni- © 
verſom that they are ines of infirmity (as of ſome I did that they = 
were wilfmll) I ſhall not adventure, becauſe as I ſaid, ſome cir- + 
cumſtances might improve-ſome as under thoſe fpecies into wilful 
ſeunes, in ſome menat ſome time, All that I ſhall ſay is, that r, 7? 
Ewill thoughts being ſuddenly ( ox,affoone as they are deprehended) |, 
rejefted with indignation, 2. Wandring thoughts 1n time of prayer, * 
followingus onely out of c»/fowr of thinking on ſome hoxeſt or # 
lawful things(which yer I defire and in ſome ejaculation pray for 7 
ſtrength to caſt away from me, when I ſet about that works) and S 
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Weakentſſe and wilfulneſſe 


(and not onely ſtrangled or fruſtrated for want of opportunity" of 
*Fing them) are moſt capable of that title of i»firmries. 7 
Is For any more particular knowledge of them, every man will: Se. 38, 
beſt be able to adviſe himſelf, when he hath tryed his ations by 
this touchſtone, that [Thoſe onely are finnes of i#»firwuiry, when 
our ſincere endeavonr and indaſtry and the uſe of grace given us, 
and prayer for more grace, and other meayes preſcribed us,are not 
able to free us from ſome atts of thoſe ſinnes, or when all our 
failings in endeavour &c. are but conſequents of hwmnane frailty, 
not of wilfall finne. . 
Of theſe that which I ſhall ſay for cloſe, will, I conceive, be 
matter of as muckcomfort,as the former part was of di/comfort to 
any. To wit, that throngh the »zercy of Chriſt under the Secoxd | 
Covenant, Infirmities unconquered, unforſaken, ſticking tO us till | 
our very deaths, may be and ſhall be moſt certainly pardoned to 
them, that have nothing elſe to be charged on them. 5.e. by whom 
all wilfull ſinnes be ſoncerely forſaken, and for infirmitics 1. their 
ſoules hambled/in confeſſion, and contrition, 2. pardon humbly 
begg'd in Chriſts name, and 3. ſincere endeavory uſed againſt 


* them; they ſhall I ſay be pardezed, if not ſo farre as not to be 
> punifpedin this life, yet ſo farre as not to ſeparate from the /ove 
> of Godhere, or viſion of God hereafter, 


though they be here ne- 
ver wholy overcome, or put off. 


This I would make the interpretation of that d;f5jon of a 


> generall and«particular repentance, ſo ordinary among Divines, 


chat the particular repentance ſhould not onely deſcend to parti. 
cular wilfull ſinnes, eſpecially thoſe that are committed after the 
receiving knowledge of t he truth, but alſo extend to the atwall 
forſaking of them ; but the generall repentance belong onely to 
ſonnes of infirmity ; and that I without deſcending to all particulars 
of that kind, 2 without extending our ſorrow 8c. for them to 
attuall forſaking. For the: ſacrifices of the law being appointed 
eo be offcr'd for theſe frrnes, but not for wilfnll, argue that Chriſt 


2 typitied by thoſe ſacrifices, when we were weake, dyed for us, and 


by hisdeath hath obtained pardon (for all that walke nor after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit ) tor all their ſinnes of weakeneſſe, on 
termes onely of humiliation, partic#/ar,or, where that cannot be, 


 Senerall confeſſion, prayer for pardon, and affiance is Chriſt for thas 


Pa rdon; 


of Sinnes of 


pardon, without any aall overcoming or caſting off, or gertiy 
rid of them,(which in »#44ſinnes muſt be ſuperadded to the for- 
mer),ſo, that he that at the time or minute of his death ſhould be 
ouilty of one of them,it would not hinder his ſalvation, any more 
then the ſame would be inconſiſtent witha regenerate juſtified e- 
ſtate in time of life. | 
So that the concluſion may be ſafe and cleare. A true Chriſtian 

may ſafely live and dye with ſs of infirmity about him, but live 
or continue in any wi/fzzll ſinne, much lefſe dye he cannor, or if he 
doe, he ceaſeth to be ſuch. He that iz borne. of God ſianeth nor, 
and he that doth finne u the ſervant of ſiune. Some ſpots there 
are which are not the ſpots of ſonnes, Dent. 32. 5. and they that 
are guilty of them, may be reſo/ved, either never to have right 
unto, Or if they had, to have forfeited all their priviledges of 
Saintſnip here, (ſuch arc j»ſtification, &c.) and hopes and Few ts 
of it hereafter. FRF" 
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SO Rthis cauſe (or becauſe it is an evidence of 

I children and babes to be alwaies fed with milke, 

S {till taught nothing but the elements of the be- 

ge ginning of the Oracles of Godgc.5.12.and to know 

SS 3&SH nothing of that higher doftrine of righteouſneſſe, 

abrys PraxA ic z, e, of ourjuſtification and ſanltification, v.13. 
GV.ms, which depends extreamely on the doctrine of 
Chriſt's Melchizedekiaa Prieſthoodyv, 10.to which being conſecra- 
ted ,v.g.he [_ became the author of eteraall ſulvation to all thoſe that 
* obeyhim,] which words are the compendium of the Doctrine of 
M22: rh 76a: OUT 7 uſtification anal ſantlification.) Let 244 proceeds to 
© Gra pede Chis higher and more perfett doftrine,, or ſuch as is 
” (:94,ag47:s Proportionable to an upper forme of Chriſtians, /ea- 
& +4agxis* wing or palling over thele doQrines that Chriſt began 
= X8158 A997. 297th, (ſuch was that of repentance and faith, Mark, 1. 
© 15.the firſt words of his preaching)and not beginning at the very 
= clements of Chriſtianity, -againe , thoſe tundamentall do- 
2 ctrrines that the raweſt Chriſtians are taught; as by name thoſe, 
> uravoiags Firlt,of repentance and turning from our unregenerate 
Z «pn %pyary, workes.Secondly,of Faith or beleefe on God. Thirdly, 
= 4 micro, of baptizing, as that containes both the bapriſme 
7 2-32T]0per of Repentance and of Faith precedent, both obn's 
by baptiſme,the bapti/me of repentance, and Chriſt's baptiſme admi- 
2 emv7:a5 74 niſtred by the Aps/tes, the bapriſme of Faith in the 
9 2c4ige, Father, $or,and Holy Ghoſt. Fourthly, of /aying on of 

7 hand:, whether that which is anſwerable to our Confirmation, or 
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A Paraphraſticall Explication of Heb.6. 
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mentioned of thoſe that had beene baprized,or that in Ab/olntion, 
or a third, that oz the diſeaſed, the ceremony oft-curing them, (of ' 
which there is ſo frequent mention in the Goſpells, Matrh.9.18. | 
and 19.13. Mark.5.23.and 6.5.and7.32.and 8.23,25.and 16.18, 
L1uh 4.40.and 13.13.and many times in the Acts in the deſcripti- ! 

on of miraculous cures. ) Fittly, of the reſurreftion of * 
ev2529%ws T4 the dead.Sixthly,vf eternall judgement Or armed cot, Þ 
ri#p® 3 #6: adjudging of men to eternall life and etcrnall death. } 
Px Sromouce Andy the helpof (God, this we parpoſe to doe, i.e. to »} 
th 3}:y 2:0 Proceed to thoſe ſublimer doctrines of Chriſt's Mel- 7 
mrgirq 59:echiſedekian Prielthood, fore-mentioned, c.5. and re- 7 


05. ſumed v.20.0ft this Chapter.Onely for thoſe that are ky 
ſuch 0#-preficients in Chriſtianity, that after fo long profeſſion # 
Py [+ 


of that dodrine need {till to be taught the principles againe,even # 
that of repextunce from dead workes , being themſelves turned * 
backe or in.danger ſo to turn to their former Ya-chriſtian unre- | 
generate courſes, let them know this important truth, for which 
I cannot but goe out of my way a little, and tell them in a paren- 7, 
theſis, That it is i»zpoſſible , that thoſe who have bin 7 
once regenerated(for this is the reſult of that which is 7 
expreſſed by-many phraſes)that have once been bap- 
tized or exlightened,.the word ſignifies both, becauſe © 
adulti were not baptized, till they had beene cate-'* 
. chiſed, and ſufhciently 5nſtruFed in the faith. 2." 

yd0nu\s That have had a zuſt or taſt of the celeſtial gift, whe-*; 
Tis dogs ther of Chriſt,that T3t,2.is called 6wrip©- x4p18;ſalvi-; , 
THS STSCIVe> ficall ſaving grace, or whether the grace of Chriſt.' ; 
uri yes yu- 3+ That have beene partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of. 
mHras thoſe gifts and graces which that worketh in the/;7 
mr uaTY heart by rhe preaching of the word,or inviſible over-"7 
*Y"> , ſhadowing.4. That have had a guft of the good Word, ? 
Ps # 299  orGoſpell ( way yino 8130) frye, being all one)ot/; 
Y GU THIS EVSS , : 1h 
$7 jus, Chrilt, and of the powers whether of the Kingdome «| 
grace,the ſtate of Chriſtianity,(for that is cal'd 1439n%% 

Surauts 75 «tw@r,the age to COnie, by the LXXII 1/.9,6.where it 4 
pare fetyas the title of Chriſt,thathe is Ta7hp wiaavrC ant 
war. 16 + the father of the age to come, as oppoſite to that 
7uducall State) or whether of the Kingdome of hes? 
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A Paraphraſticall Pxplication of Heb.6. 


6.1%, meggTi= ven,)and fall from that ſtate of regenerationand thoſe 
631 Tas priviledges of Gods Spirit that attend it,(for the 7a- 
exmeoTas is of equall latitude with all the former 
particulars, and 1s the falling from, or forfeiting of 
&12zavizey them all) ſhould renc;y, or recover in an intranſitive 
ſenſe,or in an aftive reciprocall,renew or recover them- 
ſelves to repentance, ( or once more being applyed 
to Saint Paxl's diſcourſe of repentance,that Saint Paul's 
preachiag (taken by ir ſelfe without /x#perordinary 
meaſure of "wt nr" _ ſuch in a plaine ave 
- -,%=,. 1Cne) being by ſuch linnes of theirs guilty of a kind of 
| org: — of Chriſt, and putting om to a ſhameſull 
viy F986, death ; for Chriſt who was once cragifyed and ſlaine, 
wy ao 4Y44- 1s as it were revived 1n the regenerate Chriſtian's 
ThorTas: heart, /ives and rules and reignes in him by faith, and 
when that man fa{s to his old anregenerate courle againe, he crw+ 
cifyes Chriſt anew,and puts him to a contumeliuns death. 

The cleare underſtanding of theſe 3 verſes 4,5,6.depends upon 
theſe 6 Goſpell-rraths put together, Firſt,that without God's Spi- 
rit ar ſpecial grace no man can convert,repest,renew himſelte,much 
leſſe recover after a defeion, Secondly, that by this grace and 
ſtrength of God, man may convert and repent, and being a rege- 
nerate convert, do all things through Chriſt that ſtreagthens him, 
worke out his owne ſalvation, and when he falls, if God do not 
with-draw that grace, accorving to the words of our article, he 
my by the grace of God riſe againe. Thirdly , that if incaſe of fall 
God doth fo With-drawhis grace, then the man cannot ſo renew 
himſelfe,or recover to repentance, nor can the ordinary power of 
the miniſtery worke upon him, Fourthly,' that God hath in the 
Goſpell :hreatued upon our not making /e of this grace,to with- 
draw it or take it away from us, as appeares by the parable of 
the :alenti, where *tis ſaid, [To him that hath, ſhall be given, and 
from him that hath not, ſhall be taken away even that which he hath] 
i.e, To him that makes «+ of the grace given him, to the end for 
which 'twas given, the re/ifing of finnes, denying of luſts, and 
living. ſoberly, end juſtly, and godly in this preſent world; Tit. 2. 
12, to him ſhall more grace begives ; but from him that makes 
not this «/e of it, (is an unprofitable feward of grace, hath 
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grace, but doth not thus reſiſt ſinnes by the helpe of it, from | 
' him) ſhall be taken away even that which he hath. Fiftly , that | 
God doth not upon every finne committed by a regenerare | 
»97,N0 not upon every ſinne committed againſt knowledge, 4- 
gainſt grace ( if it bebur ſome fingle at) preſently with-d-aw his | 
race,tor this ſinne may be preſently rerraFed by repentance,nor | 
indulged or aid in, and then to fuch humble ſinners God gives ® 
grace.doth not take it awsy from them. The caſe that ſuch a of 
= tinne bring regenerate men to, hath from the Scripture beene ex- 
8 f Conſtien p,, Plainedin another diſcourſe,which I deſire may be there conſide- 
E534. red, and not repeated here. And though it be a /ad ene, even i& 
E--." God's delivering up to Satan, yet doth not that inferre the with» | 
i drawing of his Grace, Or for/aking, but rather the giving or con- | 
| tinuing ſ#fficient grace,2 Cor.12.9, paſſage ont,and power of bearing ® 
it, 1 Cor,10.13. But then ſixthly, that upon the regenerate man's © 
walking after the fleſh, relapſing into the ſinnes-of his former unre- # 
generate life, like a dogge to the vomit, &-c..0r into anew ſet of o- i 
ther ſinnes, /pirituall pride, fattion (able to denominate a man car- 
»all,1 Cor.3.3.)and the like filrhineſle of the ſpirit,then doth God # 
with-draw his ſpirit from that man,. and therefore. ſuchiſinnes as 
theſe are called peccata vaſtantia conſtientiam, & triſtantia ſpiri- ® 
tum, grieving and quenching of the, ſpirit of God ; which though # 
it frives with ſinners, yet ſhall it not alwaies ſtrive, Gen. 6. 3.When 
nunrighteoufueſſe e commeth inzi.e. any old or new vicioxs habir,then £3 
theholy ſpirit of diſcipline Will not abide Wiſd. 1.5. And therefore! 
"tis ſaid, 2 Pet.3- 2.1. That they that after they have knowne, turnt 
fromthe holy Commandement,. or the way of righteouſneſſe, andare® 
againe entangled in the pollutions of the world, which they bad once. 
eſcaped, 1.20.. fall into a worſe eſtate then they were in before their 
regeneration 3 Which muſt needs be by the roral! With-draWing of 
grace from them. To which purpoſe is that of Saint ?ames our oi 
Solomon,that.God reſiſteth the proud, where reſiſting is oppoſed to 
giving of grace, and fo. notes taking it away, and the prond oppo- 
{edto the hrmble, arethe proud imipenitent obderare finners; or 
they. that go on in any impenitent courſe againſt kyowledg or cor?! 
Fogmeodrres ſcience, All which being premiſed,”tis cleare Jar they? 
that are thus fallen from a regenerate ftate to their oli? 
noregenerate courſe offiune, &c. and ſo by Gods juſt-puniſhmen” 
| deprived 


— _— 


| #4v01r. 
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deprived of his grace, without which they were able to doeno» 
thing,are not now poſſibly able to recover or renew themſelveses . 
repentance. As they that are only ſlipt or fallen,but not /ayne downe 
in their mire of ſinne,might by the grace which they yet have,and 
by the preaching of the word, be able to doe, 
Thar this is the meaning of the place, may yet farther appeare 
by the ſmilirude followingv.7,8.brought on purpoſe to explaine 


2.1538 5» it-For the ground that hath the benefit of the raine to 
waz 731ir* moiſten its naturall drinefſe, and ſo ro make it able to 


. &vTi* 790 beare fraitzand that hath ſuck't in that raie,and been . 
| WE WXWHEVV rftnallymoiſtned by it, (which is the lively expreſſion . 


CHEF'S of the premiſed regenerate man) if it doe bring forth 


» Tire Cc fruit to the hucbandmangperforme that which it is ena 
Tem Hs pred(and isexpefted from it )to performe,(which is an 
1;:-:., expreſſion of him that makes good «ſz of grace, lives 
% this[ he that hath] in the para- 
awgyerear, ike a regenerate man, this he that hath | e para 
utrare bc ble of the talent )it ſhallreceive bleſſing from God (the 
yes bvacyias more grace in the parable.)But that ſame woiſined and 
Wn? F Its. | manured ground (the ſame regenerate man) Which 
© lo bringeth Brth nothing but thornes and briars, (the ſer- 
S4 dxvSas VAnt that proves evill and faithleſſe ,.that makes not 
x) 771B6aus, nc Of grace torits due end of reſiſting /uſts, and over- 
comming the worl4,butfalls into his axregenerate ſins, 
lives as if no c#/txre had beene beſtowed upon him) 
«doxiuer,, is rejefted, (deprived of that reward which. tother 
had ) for ſo 9d wuS3, an agoniſticall word,. ſigni- 
fies generally in this booke, as 1 Cor. 9. 27. one.that 
15,570 prace : And contrarywiſe is nigh to curſing, that pu- 
THAQY ei Cen oferichdearieg _—_ fc and _— 
end of it-is to be burnt, or to burning, which whether. 
it be ſet to note erernal! perdition, or elſe an exrraordinary kinde 
of h«:bandry, which we call Devonſhixeing, cutting off the turfe 
and barning it upon the ground, to make that.beare which ordi- 
vary culture would doe no goed on, I ſhall not define.. Onely 
from that latter interpretation, which I ſuppoſe will be re- 
jetted, Iſhall take the hint to ſay that which though the: inter- 
pretation be not admitted ,. will yer. be without contradiction 
D 3 _ 


OP repes i, = miſſes the prize , the reward ) the bleſſing of more * 


I en 
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. eras; chat how impoſſible ſo' eyer it be for ſuch an one to recover 
t&#»/clfe, or for the ordinary meanes to worke upon. him, yet *tis 
Kill poſsible,that God may by ſome extraordinary meanes of /piri- 
twall husbandry recover and reduce that man. All that is here at- 
firmed is onely this,that there is no promiſe that he will, and the 
thing is onely inthe haygs, thefree hands of God, not ſo much as 
conſtrained by a promiſe, and ſo no ground either of depending up- 
on it for my ſelte that God willdoe it for me, or prejudging 0- 
thers thar for them he will not doe it. 
I can. foreſee but one objeRtion now. producible againſt the 
obability of this interpretation, and ir is this, that this ;mpoſibi- 
lity of doing any good by our owne zatarall ſtrength without 
Grace is ſo #niverſcll a truth, that it cannot be here appropriated 
to this one caſe of apoſtaſie or recidivation of the regenerate, 
For the regenerate, remaining (0, can doe no good thing withour 
it, and thoſe that are not yet regexerare are aSunable to convert 
themſelves, as theſe are to rzcover or revew. To which though I 
might anſwer, that the inftancing in this partics/ar, is moſt (and 
\ only )proper-to the Apoſtles preſent purpoſe,who ſpeakes to con- 
verts, Who were either thus fallez or in danger thus to fa/,, (and 


- "therefore though the 4phoriſme might be extended to thoſe 0- 


-thers, yet we have no reaſon to expect, that the Apoſt/e ſhould 
ſo farrerecede from his bulinefle in hand as to doe it,and ſo the ob- 
jeftion will be of no force) yet will the ay/mer be more cleare and 
- ſatisfaFtory, if I adde, that indeed that which is here ſaid, is proper 
onely.to this kind of linners,the relapſt regenerate. For of the re- 
generate not. to. falne, it is moſt certaine and agreeable to Scrip- 
ture-docrine to aftirme, that by the Jpirit of Chriſt he can do all 
things, that he hath ſafficient grace, and by that ſufficient ſtrength 
to doe what Godin the Goſpel requires of him,and therefore 'tis 
"affirmed of hin:,i.e,: his per/on thus enabled, that he is thus able ; 
and conſequently he is every. where exhoyted to doe accordingly, 
to worke ont his ſal vation, to ſtand, to quit himſelfe like a man, to 
perifie himſelfe,and a hundred the like,which(every one) ſuppoſe 
him to. have grace by which wo doe it., , | 
And for the gnregeneratg” though indeed he having no grace, 
can as yet doe nothing;yetf{ome prowsſes there'are in the zew Co- 
venaxt of giving of grace to him, ( mention of giving Chriſt for 
every 
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every man,(that Chrilt being the owried&- yeplthtabvificall fare 
that appeares to alleaching them,G&c. )and in Chriſt ſtriking a'G#s* 
venant with thoſe to whom he is giver, and part of the eftect of: 
that Covenant, «va: neTgwear, to give ſtrength to ſerve him, and a- 
2aince mention of the zalexrs diſens'd among the /ervants,to all 
ſeme, and upon the good «ſe of the /eaſt more beſtowed. From 
whence ſure it may be concluded, that *cis by ſome defanlr of our 
owne,whoſoever have not /#fficient grace givenus, eſpecially the 
promiſe being ſo punAuall, that God will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that aske hins of God by importunate unwearied prayer.) Where- 
as in caſe of the fore-mentioned 7e/apſe, there is no ſuch promiſe 
of Grace,to give us ſuch ac/aime to it, nor conſequently the ſame 
degree of poſſibility to revew,that the other hath to converr,God's: 
ore of giving grace to them, which doe not zeſt it, adding 
much to that poſſibility; and his »o proſe to the other, being 
ſufficient proofe of the rmpoſ5ibility of the other, according to. 
the importance of Aquinas his note out of Ar;forle,.l. 3. Eth.. 
that thoſe things are ſaid to be poſſible to us which we can 
doe by the helpe of our friends, ( which we can doe by a derived 
power,though of our ſelves originally we cannot) and God bein 
a friend (I meane no enemy, but lover and helper beyond all 
friends) to unregenerate men, ſo farre as tO give Chrift to dye for 
them, and his holy. Spirit to deſcend to them,being ſuch enemies, to 
love them and give them the effets of /ove, whereas to them that 
have rebelled and vexed his Spirit,he is not ſuch a friend,but an exc-- 
my to fight againſt them, 1/.63.10. And ſo no ſich ſecmndary deri- 
ved way of poſſibility competible-ro them, becauſe no ſuch aſſu- 
rance of any friend to aid them in it, there being none-other ima- 
inable but God,and he being to ſuch an onean enemy rather, 
Parallel to this place thus interpreted is that in the ſame Ep.c.10.. 
; Far theſe that efter the accepting of the kyowleage 
26. Ex4705  Frbe truth, after the embracing the Gofpell,or Chri- 
ee 25/0 ſtianityveing regenerate and 'bory anew of water and 
uT 73 nag The Holy Ghoſt, doe fall willingly into their o/d (or 
Thr&Hyvuny other new )conrſes of ſinne (for fo 4yeprovew ſignifies, 
Ti6«Anveer, not thefingle a#, but the habit offinne, 1 9.3. 6. 
and 5.718, Rem. 2. 12, Heb, 3. 17, and imrous added 
thereto notes it. tobe n voluntary wiltull trade of 
ſinne, . 
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| finneywhich is ſuppoſed by having received knowledge-of the truth; 
thereas 'tis poſſible ro continue 5g»orantly, and ſo by infirmity 

in ſuch habir, and then that will nor be capable of ſuch aggrava- 
10x as there doe follow, nor withall pertinent to this caſe) by 
- this meanes fall into a condition, for which the Goſ- 
&«, ©r1_ 4 pe{[hath not provided any ordinary remedy. Which 


ULOTION AT ; - + G7 <LI . 
CE aun the meaning of [there remaines not wow a ſacrifice 


#1 for frunes] And that ſenſe ariſeth thus. For them that 
had ſinned ignorantly under the law, there was place 


for ſacrifice, the Prieſt was to ofter a ſinne-offering for them (cal- 
Icd ordinarily in the 72. *duzgrias) and they were not to be far- 
ther puniſped or proceeded againſt ir foro, but he that did wilfully 
or deſpightfully breake the law, was upon ſufficient proofe of it by 
witneſſes, put to death in capital, or otherwiſe puniſhed in other 
_ = mag ſum of the 28 verſe )& ſo 1n like manner proportio- 
cies, ur- nably to thoſe types, he that hath ſinned through 
Ti&(4w76T1 vii ignorance Or ignorantly, lived, and gone on ia fianc, 
in 75402 4 ind | ſach the ſinnes of the zmregexerare lite are 
ay AQ IvNTKE, ; - + : 
counted to be, done :Tnorantly in unbeliefe, as Saint 
Paxl faith of himſelfe, and the ſame will hold of the ſinnes of 
thoſe that are Chriſtians in profeſſion baptized, cc. and yet have 
not amended their /ives oriorfaken their fannes, for they are ſtill 
in an'wnregenerate ſtate, not capable of that deſcription, c. 6, 4, 
5.) there 1 mercy to be had for him (as Saint Pay! faith of him- 
ſelfe, 1 Tims. 1. 13+) Chriſt hath dyed, offered himſelfe a ſacrifice 
For ſinne, and ſo delivered men from the danger of ſuch ſinnes, u 
on condition that they doe repent of them, and amend, nay by 
this /acrifice of his he hath purchaſed grace for ſuch, /xfficient to 
bring them our of that darkeneſſe to /ight, from that ſtate of »- 
regenerationto repentance, 10 that for that man conſidered in that 
ſate, thotigh he be a ſinner, yet (as Saint Fohn ſaith, 1 Epiſt. 2.1.) 
Chit is an advocate and apropiriation, and here there remaineth 
a ſacrifice, a meanes of pardon anda meanevof converting, Chriſt 
giving himſelfeboth that he might redeem and purifie,Tir,2.14,ju- 
#ify and ſanfify. Yea farther, when this man being regenerate 
falls into any jag alt of fig(it it. be through ignorance or weake- 


eſſe (as ſtill there remaine ſome re/jicks of them in the regererate, 


the 


crimes, Without mercy or pity to him, (which is the | 
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the ſtate in this »onage of ours, being but an swperfet? ſtate) then 
#77 yer or ſtill this ſacrifice remaines, and-pardon is had by it to” 
the regenerate 4;/ciple upon achpowledgement and petition ; nay if © 
it be not Eapable of the excuſe of ignorance or weakeneſſe, yer if 
it be not cantinuedin,. but rerrafted preſeritlyby repentance, this 
ſarrifice #r: ftill remaines in force for him, as'in the Law when the 
leprofie doth not ſpread, Lev. 13.23. 0r is healedin the leper, 14.3+ 
then though the Prieſt ſont hins up againe ſeven daies,cc. anſwer- 
able to excammunication Or delivering up to Satan, yet ſtill v. 4. 
the Prieſt ſhall offer ſacrifice for his cleanſing,and ſo here though 
the ſnne be leproſie, an wncleaye ſpot in the foule, yer being not 
ſpreading bur preſently rerratedby repentance, it may bring ſome' 
inconveniencies upon him, ſuchas have been mentioned elſewhere 
in the caſe of delivering upto Satay; but yet it may, paſſe. for a 
ot of ſounes, at leaſt ſuch as ſhall now not hinder from being a 
; 5a - and this. {acrefice here, or 1 oh. 1.7. the blond of Chriſt 


parallell to it, cleanſeth from ſuch ſames as theſe, continues par- 


- dow and grace asyet to ſuch, obtaines of God that he with-draw 


neither. But if any man, after the embracing of Chriſt, receiving 
the truth and grace,i. e. being thus regenerare, ſhall returne to his 
old pollutions again, (or ſome new in exchange for them, the 
flthineſſe of the ſpirit in ſtead of that of rhe fleſs) to a courſe and 
trade of fnneghaving not now the excuſes or alleviations,of which 
before he was capable, ſhewing himſelfe to contewne both the 
mercy and. grace of God, to deſpiſe that pardon, and (to make 
no uſe of, but contrariwiſe) to refft that grace ; there is no dire- 


 fion for, any offering for ſuch ; this very cars of Chriſt belongs 


not to him ſq farre as by Covenant to obtaine continuance of par- 
don for him, or continuance of grace ;- God may juſtly with-draw 
both, and Chriſt's blond ſay nothing to the contrary; nay, God 
20 5-356; Þ 15h told us that in this caſe he will wich-draw both 
353 x2reral;. 12 the places forementioned, and the ſame'may be 
engl 76 aqua.” collected from this place from the aggravations 
Tis. i2-yinns . here ſet upon the finne, that iis the tread up= 
wo 4 5% on the Sonne of God, profaning the bloud. of the Co- 
Gn xray. 240481+1.0. making the bloud of Chriſt wnefſe@u4lt 
yaa Ths Xdeuros to his pardon, and contumeliouſly uling the ſpirit of 
exgiour, gracezand 10 grieving and _—_ that ſpirit, And 
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ſos. 27: all that reaveines behind in 5 __, or by tenour of the 

4 ſecond Covenant ible from God, is that he 

Wars 4% ſhouldproceedtoj ſuch a fnxer, and his zeale 
Ti KO0X1.O%: or wrath burue like fire, to conſume all ſuch gaine« 
ſayers or adverſariesthat walke thus contrary to all his methods 
a of grace, and from hence all that can toward comfore 
of ſach be concluded, is, that 'tis not-here ſaid, that God cannot 
ornever will give grace againe to ſuch, or uſe weanes for the yecal- 
ling them, hergle of God this is not here affirmed. From which 
negative argument, though the poſſibilrey of fuch recovery may be 
concluded; yer there aretittle ghgunds to conciude it probable, ot 
reaſonable for any man (that (Rould by that be enconraged ro 


30 pops 


- ſpicituall ſecurity) to deperd or hope in itfor if the weight of one 


: afſage be obſerved (how much Worſe puniſhn 
JT 70 
- 441 pany der, 28, was put to death without mercy) we 
rather have reaſon to feare God will puniſh ſuch with exciſon 
or cutting off, without giving any new ſtocke of 


import being thought worthy, (which might conſilt with conrrary 


mercy) as meeting with that reward, attuall receiving of it. ©! 
So 5 #221 ons, Heb. 3. 3. is tO hive howonur beſtowed upon him,, 
(and 4740 Thuns, x Time. 5.17.) and not onely to be thought wor- ©; 
tby of it. In proportion to which if-the words ſhould be jinter- >: 
preted and taken without exceprios 0r diſpenſation, [aZmaSioere,, 
puniſhed in a worſe manier] there will be little |; 
place of comfort for ſuch to dependon, and from thentetofall 27 
1nto ſuch dangerous frm z: and yet becauſe after allthis "tis poſ- 

ioer# in the good ſenſe {ignifie xthruall gi- > 


&c. he ſhallbe 


ſible that though « 


3%. 2369 XF& 0.4 be be thought Worthy of ov adjudged to # i.e, 
1& SH wor/#then ON fr bode when the offer Z 
tf 


them againe: For the word dGxwin this booke dorh not ſo oftth 
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oh 
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_ ving, yet it may not in the i//,abiuall prniſping, becauſe to thinks 7 


"C8. 4 


Worthy and to reward, ſtill goe tog 


againe, becauſe thoſe words. may 


we ſtand, by ſetting ſich a divefail charafter upon it, ſhewin 
how pr ah cleſſe aridbdengerone: fach onrftate is it willthereſo 


be no temptation'to-anywho' is inthis-/adeliateto be hopeleſſe or | 


give = 


r ih Godin retrbution of © 
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-ive Over laboring 00 get out again.bur ratheria Suninouror Aide | 
 Foapehd wn Kabtel NSaioht to avaken him out of thateftare to. 
humiliation ane prayers to God, leſtit beroo late. Andinthis the 


example of will be. exconrageneat' £0 him, who afthr 
x years ſleep or Lchergy in hol fins gt {ry c. 
(which were ſuch falls ofa I 242, and by God's ordina- 
xy meanes never retradted all that while)wasyet by God's grace, 
and miffion of a Prophet extraordinary recalled andreducen 2- 
gain,thoagh it'coſt himafrerwards man i 


| ores ni. 
tenitiall expreſſions to waſh qutth "Which he had thus 


rontrated(&rhough even (till he lics under rhe repdeachof that 


finne,when'tie Joth not of any other; becaiiſe that auh.wasuwidu/- - 
| gedinſo long) I King.15.5. And the ſame may be ſaid of So/omer 


alſo, who after ſuch heavie fa, which beyqnd allcheckildreaof 
God are fad{y-recordel of him in Scriptuge, was by. Godbrought 
back to repentance; God's mercy being beyond all promiſe (I ſhall 
adde beyond all otherexample)to him in this behalfe. 

And therefore the cloſe muſt be, that if we have followed them 


= 71n their ſes, we mult be ſure to imzrate them alſo, not only in 


the repentance, and fxcerity of that, bur in all the degrees and 
demonſtrations of their repentance, if we hope for the mercy which 
they met with. To which+ſhailaddeno more fiveonely this, that 
the produ# of that which from theſe places hath beene coxc/uded, 
ſeemes to be very agreeable with that famous caſe ſet by Saint 
Auguſtine l.de perſever : of ewo men ſuppoſed to be converted to- 
gether, to live the life of converts in the ſame manner, to fall ro- 
gether,and ſo to continue ſome time,and then one of them before 


* deathto recover and riſe againe, and the other to aye in his tate 


offelapſe ; where he makes this an argument and example of 
God's making a diſcrimination betwixt men, ſuppoſing this laſt 
a& of recovery inthe one, to bean a of ſpirituall extraordinary 
grace to him, which was not-given,nor by any obligationdue un- 
ro the other ; which is the moſt that from theſe two places thus 
paraphraſcd bath Mofadum. anon artnet nfo renee 
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"He that thinketh he flanderh let bim taks beed liſt be fat. 
; 2 Cor.103. © i» f7 9A wy | 


if any man be overtihen ina ey that are firitnall reſtore ſuch 
« mangonfidering thy ſelfe left thox alſo be tempted,Gal. 6.1, 


Then ſaith the Devill, I will returne to my houſe from whence I 
Came ont ;and comming he findeth it empty, ſwept, and garniſped; 
then goethhe and taketh with him ſeven other —_ Worſe then 
himſelfe, and they goe in and dwell there, and the end of that man 
& Wore then the beginning. S0 ſhall it be to this evill generation; 
Mat. 12.43. Y ” 
Behold thou art made cleane,” goe, ſinne no mere, leſt a worſe thing 
happen nnto thee. Joh. 5.14: 
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OF ALATEORA 
 Death-bed Repencance. 


mn ONCERNINGaldeor Death-bed repen- $f, 1,* Ee 
SA | taxce, (which I conceive much fitter for a/ad bs 
f Sy ſecret confoderation in the preſence onely of 
1A || God,and the Scripture,& ones own 

Al fora _ _ Nin either each 
A . party may be unwillingto yee to 
ns retaine their owne nos £ that 
1 hath /ong depended on ao hay A Lige repentance, 
Mm ioke it great rafonel e t9-regue yp that Lola upon flight 
— kh will any ſeemeto beata kaddaine tranſient re- 
preſentation ;) It muſt 


be acknowledged, that one of thoſe 
Two things is ordinarily underſtood by it,cither the perfeGing or 
wtconnrs With God at that time, reinforcing all owr former good re- * 
ſolutions, and ſautting up that bulines of aur ſouls, which mime 
of health had beene {incerely begun, but not perfefted ; orxlſe the 

ning Of that worke of axce atthat time. 

or the firſt of theſe it isacknowledged, that the Cla/t of ovr 
hoes, whether it be old ages or fokg bed, is very Proper and uſefull 
co-hit purpoſe. For the.perſon'that hach;before that, fincerchy 
converted to God with unfained ſorrow and confe ſion of allfor- 
merſinnesand firme re/o/xt50n of amendment, (which is the /ou/# 
that true repentance can conlilt gf ) may then, when he ſceshim- 
ſelfe drawing toward a periodof a/ife, mixt with infirmzes, and 


SeA.2. 


newand compunGiong\come heaty Jaden to his Saviour, lay:downe 
that bucthen before God by particular confefiony and aſcend is | 
Fa | pardon 
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pardon through the ſufferings and [atisfuftion of Chriſt for every of 

; Meferwhich pardon oa urea eofich on thoſe ones 
promiſe to receive from Heaven. Nay , hethat had before made | 
many. good reſolutions, and yet through cxſtome. of the place, 
through ſtrength of #arwral conſtitution, and ſuch like remprations, 
hath hicherto not beene ſo faithfull ro his reſo/xrion5,a5 he ought, 
may now at laſt upon God's viſitation, and by helpe of this - 
ſcipline of Heaven, radicate and ſettle ſuch reſolutions ſo deepe, 

' . that they would be conſtant, and perſevering, if he ſhould againe 
recover;and fo this diſcipline may in-that caſe be thotight to have #3 
beene deſigned by God to this wholfſome end, and the working of 
ſuch aneffe# will no doubt be acceprable in his ſight. 

$8.3. But forthe ſecond, the beginning] ſay the beginning the worke i 


WY paaterar 74 leſt of our age and parts, like that offering to Ceres Phygalienſs - 
MU xnec. in Paxſanias; none of the hony of their bees, but only the wax, or 


: 
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74 


ky 


| rd ig igyn- Which were not fit for wſe, but full of the daglockes, the courſeſt and Po 


Rl 5 wg '® have beene offered unto Chriſt. mw 
Wh 2, Whether a perſon: that now in time of youth or health, dev ©; 
ends in any meaſure upon-that repentance of o/d age, or diſeaſe, i] 
that deferres the forſaking of wilfull ſinnes , or labouring to over- 
come paſ5:ons Or vanities for the preſent,in contemplation of the | 
 poſſibihty of doing all this at the laſt, and of the conceived bexe- | 
"fits or uſcfulneſle of ſuch repentance,do not,for the preſent,grieve, | 
andrefſt, and refuſe the holy ſpirit of God, which/at that time im- # 
1, || Portunes to be heard and obeyed. SEP | | 
Wl SefF-4. Whether he do not promiſe himſclfe,that though Gods ſpi-} 
| My thus grieved and refiſted, yet he will never be wearied ont, 
but will be as bountifull and conſtant in giving of grace, after 
ſuchrefftanceas before, — * 
| | 4. Whether 
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,\Whether to hope: this be notcontrary;/as tothar of tlie Pros _ 
E If. 63. 10. T pf held end vexed his holy ſpirits therefore he” 
4 turned to be their enemy, and he fought againſt them ; lo allo © 
to the method of God in diſpenſing his Grace deſcribed in the *' 
Goſpell, eſpecially. in the parable of the Talents , which goes 
upon this rule, that he that makes »ſe of, and improves that 'mea- 
ſure of Grace which God affords, ſhall have more, but he that doth 
- not, that which he hath ſhall be taken away from him ; AS Gem, 5.3, 
| where we read my ſpirit ſhall not alwaies ftrive with fleſh ; the 
- | Greeke hath s ug 4psvei, ſhall not abide or dwell with him -& the' He- 
- 7 brew isthought to have a peculiar notion(3T from Ji3a ſheath) 
c my ſpirit Or the ſpirit which I have given to man, /ba/l nor be thus 
{ unprofitably laid up, and ſzeathed in him, the talent that lies ſo 
* © long idle ſhallat length be zaken away, and the floud be ſent to 
y awake or drowne ſuch anprofitable-ſpirited-wen, It is the phanſy 
= of a very learned man, that theſe were the/7% & gvaz#5 mrevuera, 
i 1 Pet. 3. 19. the ſpirits (inpriſon ſay.we) of whom God ſo com- 
© plaines that they were /beathed, lay idly and unprofitable in man- 
= kind, in Noah's dayes who went and preacht to them. Which if it 
* & berightly conjecured by him, will conclude them, andall ſuch 0- 
"2 = thersinthe number of the 42<v#0zr754, 41,20, diſobetient, whoſe 
© repentance and amendment. Gods patience (ina i&iHix:7:) once 
= expetted; but at length gave over expe&ing ; the very ſame'pro- 
& voking condition (expreſt by the ſame word, 4=«vj2w9) that 
” Heb 3.18. is put under that direfull oath of God, that they ſhould 
= zot enter jnto his reſt.Thus the preaching of the Goſpel,the means . 
= of working grace being allowed in an-eminent'manner to God's 
i pcople the Jewes, and after the death of Chriſt, yet farther con- 
= tinued to them for ſometime, upon their reſiſting of thoſe meanes, 
E : taken away from them, Car: 21.43.-To which purpoſe that 
= rerrible paſlage fo oft repeated and ſolittle anderſtood (Marth; 
= 13. 13- 44.412. Luk, 8.10. 70h. 12.40. \AF.28.26. Row. 11.8, 
all taken out.of 7. 6, 9.) is very obſervable, being in the place 
8 ofthe As. peculiarly applied to this matter; the removing of 
the meanes of grace from the Fe\ves to theGentiles, v.28. of all 
which ſeverall repetirions.of the ſame words, 'this is the plaine' 
conſtant ſenſe, that becauſe they had firſt refed that powerfull 
meanes of grace, ſo long youchGafed GG "Ns therefore they 
were 
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"Ire by God's juſt puniſhment deprived of thoſe meanes (that 
__ Fſpokentothem —_ 


(to returne from this ſhort digreſſion) the promiſes of the Goſ- # 


rables, which was to others plainety, 
as the places in the ſpecify) and ſo delivered up to hard- - 
neſſe of heart. For this reaſon or cauſe (ſo » denotes) becanſe 
their heart Was (in the preter tenſe, was before, not z, in the pre- 
ſent) waxen groſſeand their eares were dull of hearing, Cagius numw | 
in the aoriſt, they had for ſome indefinite time been fo flow and 
dull in hearing, 4 i244wonr, their eyes bad they cloſed, leſt they 
Should at any time ſee, or heare, or underſtand,or convert, and ſo God 
ſhowl!d heale them. That this is the meaning of that hard place (a |} 
proclaiming of con/equent deſertion from God upon their prece» i 
dent obdurating their hearts againlt God's meanes,and not any ab- 
ſolute, antecedent, unprovoked at of God's hardning of them) the i 
manner of ſetting downe the place, both in Saint Aarthew, and 
in the A&, and the rendring it as 2 reaſon of Chriſt's peaking to 
them in parables, inthree orher places, will inforce ; as might be i 
more largely here manifefted, if it were feaſonable. And indeed 


ell goe generally on this ground, aſſurance of grace to the hum- | 
Zh, that is,to.thoſe that being /e»ſk/e of their danger through ſin, # 
'doe obey God's ca/,-and refigne themſelves up as S»bjefsro 
Chriſt, but withall that threat adjoined of reſiſting the proud or 
diſobedient, 74. 4: 6. £] 
And though it may. be ſaid that God doth not alwayes with- 
draw his Grace, and his cals the meanes of grace upon every ſuch #3 
refiftance of qurs, and therefore I may ſtill hope that he wilt con-## 
tinue them to me to. the homre of wy death, and-then I may make i 
uſe of them ; yet the ar/wer will be pregnant enough, 2 
I, That although God upon every at of our refftance doth i 
not wholly withdraw all grace, yet we have reaſon to think that # 
the oftner werefu/s, and rehfiſt, the moreapr Gott is to- forſaketÞ 
and deſert us,. and: perhapsthe weaker are hts after=cals ; As thei 
Angel of God which he promiſed to ſendas a guardian before I/| 
racl, Exod. 23. 20, indued:with the paxer of God, v. 21. was, ſay} 
the learned femes, upon their worſhipping the calfe, taken away} 
from-them, and an inferiour weaker Age! given in his ſtead, with] 
no more then meere Agelical power ; and this they ground on 
Exe4..33. 3. where God, that v..2. ſaith he had promiſed to ſend 
| hu 


receive it, Whether by one or both © 
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his Angel before them; now tells them, bt will not 806 6 rei the ll p 
golf X hi this w WW 
d's concerning that Angel, © 


them, for they are a ſtiffe=necked people. And then 

-h able inforce that - ir of Go 
Exod. 23.21. Beware of him, and obey ne voice, provoke him not, 
as being ſure that any ſuch provocation will bring ſome zxverge or 
nniſhment after it. A gleame of, which truck it was, that the 
deathens conceived that their Torixei 920i, the Gott, or Angels of 
Cities or Nations,did upon the provocations and finfes of the inha- 
biters ſolemnly forſake their Altars and Temples, reſigne up their 
care and tuition of them. 2%, That every a# of our preſent 
reſiſtance adds to our future obduration, as the beating of an ham- 
mer on an anvill (ſuch is the »#5 &r7i7v7& in Theod. the ſoule that 
reverberates every ſtroke or call) makes the anvill the /zoother, 
and in cffe&t the harder, I meane lefle capable of impreſſion ; and 
then in the ordinary diſpenſation of the ſpirit, though God ſhould 


continue the ſame degree of grace, after our frequent reſiſtances. 


which he gave before; yet we ſhould then be lefle likely- to re- 
ceive it, then we were before, when yet it appeares we did not 

f theſe meanes it comes to 
paſſe, I know not; but ſure every ſuch ſane that is thus added to 
the cale, makes the reduftion of any ſinner more difficult and im- 


probable then before it was; and I ſhall appeale to the conſtierire 


of every ſuch man that hath for any time flattered himſelfe with 
the hopes of what a Death-bed repentance may do for him, whe- 
therhe do not find that ever ſince he entertained thoſe hopes, he 
hath grown more wrerchleſſe, prophane, Arheiſticall, and ſo much 
farther from the end he hopes for, or depends on, and every day in 
an eſtate more deplorable, and deſperate, then other, 

Uy, That we have no reaſon of beleeving, or hoping, fartlier 
then we have grounds from the word of -God, (the foundation of 
all beliefe and hope) and that either from ſome promiſe, or ex- 
ample there. | | 


And therefore the next thing] defice ſhould be conlidered,is, | 


1 How farre thoſe promiſes and examples may be extended, 
and from thence that it be reſolved anreaſonable and wnſafe to 
extend our hopes -or perſmaſions of our ſelves any farther, then 
thoſe will make it prudent forus to.cxtend them, 

For the prom/es, that which is moſt ; 7 %ans withus, = on 
| F2 ich 
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of 4 Late, or, 4 Death-bed repentance. | | 
which *tis moſi likely moſt men take upthis hope, is that, where- 
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Fo with our Common prajer-booke begins, At what time ſoever a ſinner 
. - * doth repent bim of his ſames &c, of which (that we miſtake it not) 


theſe two things are obſervable. 

\ F. That that place containes no promiſe of Gods giving the 
grace of repentance at all times, which is the only thing which alk 
this time we conſider ; but onely that ar all times God is ready to 
forgive on ſuppoſition that we doe repent. 

3 That thar place cannot ſo ficly or probably be applyed to a. 
death-bed repentauce, becauſe if we look into the margent of our 
bookes we ſhall -ſee the place cited from Exzech. 18, 21, 22. and 
therefore is in juſtice no farther to be extended, as an infallible 
promiſe of Scripture, then that in Ezech. will beare ; and that i 
upon examination will yeeld no more then this, that at what | 


time ſoever 4 wicked man ſhall convert to.God, turning from all his 
fennes, that he hath committed, and on the contrary live, and per- 
forme the ations of a new life, keep ul Gods Statutes, that is, 

erforme (though not perfett, yet) ſincere, univerſal, impurtiall 0- 


edience, and doe that which is lawfull and right, be ſhall ſurely live, "i 


he ſhall not dye, hu tranſgreſſions ſhall be forgiven; and in his righ- 4 
. zeouſneſſe, his renewed incere obedience, he ſpall 1ive. Which do- 


31g, and keeping, and righteouſneſſe,how it car be applyed to him 
wkich begins his worke not till he ſees that he is juſt ready to 
dye, will hardly be imaginable. SH 
But having ſaid thus much of this one Place, F remember the | 
ſaying of an ancient(uncontradifted by any that Ehave heard of) 
that rhowgh God promiſe pardos to all ' penitents at all times, | 
et he hath no where promiſed repentance to thoſe all at all times,and 
that is all we now ſpeake of, & therefore ſhallnow ſuppoſe there 
are no ſuch places, and therefore ſecke no farther for them ; and 
though without ſuch promyſe 'tis poſſible God may ſtill give thar 
grace of. repentance, yet that he ſhould do ſo ; | 
1. It is extraordinary, aid therefore he that deſpiſes his pre- 
ſent offers, hath little reaſor» to hope that thoſe extraordinaries 
ſhall be reſerv'd for him,and if ſtill he will hope,Zob hath cold him, i 
The hypocrites hope ſpall periſh, and IT ſhall bebold to adde, thar 
there is no greater degree of Hypocriſie, then this wayxr of ſinceri- 


. ty, which appeares.now in bimby Ris xor accepting of grace tor the 


preſent, 


& hend that they may fal 
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preſentiby ref ufing. or deferring to-do that which hes enabled and; fs | 


ſollicited co 0. Is; " : 
In ſtead of ſeeking after more ſuch promiſes Tſhall adde one 
terrible threatning, P[al. 95. which is repeated by Saint Paw/in | 
the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and by our Church thought fir to be- 
2in our dayly morning /ervice.. Where after theſe words 7's day 
sf you will heare his-voice harden not your hearts, which ſignifies the 
time preſent, orat fartheſt the time of Gods calling ro themin 
his word zo heare his voice, tis ſtraight added to all others, / have 
fworue(and Gods oaths are irreverſible) in my Wraththat they ſhall 
wot enter into my reſt, To which theſe two other places may ficly 
be ſubjoyned, Prov. 1.26, where as the pynſoment of-thoſe that 
have refuſed God's calls,'tis added in God's name, [will laugh at 
- their Calamity,and macke when their feare cometh. A terrible place 
to him that hath negle&ed Gods /2.4/0»5 and opportwnities, andat 
laſt comes to be ſurpriz'd with Death, and the feares that accom- 
pany it;and then begins to fly to God for /accomr, and grace, and 
pardon,& God in ſtead of compaſſionatingycoffes,6: laughs,8 mocks, 
at him;The leaſt that this can.import,wil be that that time is a ve- 
ry improbable time for that moſt neceſſarywork to be wrought by 
Chriſt in us. The other place is that admonitis of the awrhoy to the 
Hebrewes 12.16,17.that no man be prophane as Eſau waggn ſelling 
his birth-right for a morſoll of meate.4.e.(at lealt by way ofaccom- ' 
7 modation) that pretious priviledge and birth-right of grace here, 
= and (conſequent to the Chriſtias uſe of that) his eternall inheri- 
= rance in Heaven,for ſome tranſitorie pleaſure of thisearthlelt it be- 
fall him eternally, -what befell Eſas here in'reſpe& of his father's 
bleſſing, he found no place of repentance, could not get his father 
Tſaac to repent, or reverſe the donation from Fob to him, 
though he cxyed birterly for it, Haſt thou but one bleſſing, O my fa- 
= theribleſſe me,cven me alſ0,0 my father;and ſo,as it follows there,. 
ſought it carefully with teares.. The full importance ef the place 
= is, that they that are guilty of E/ax's deſpight and contempr,, 
which is there called frophenene e, may have reaſon to appre- 
into.the ſame hazard for their ſpiritual c- 
ſtate, that E/az did for his temporall,be irreverſibly loſt, and finde 
no. place xpHdr proways in Goa,  though*they ſeeks it with ſorrow, 
and griefe,and bitter compunttion, carefully with teares, To which, 
1-4 purpoſe. 
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purpoſe Chriff's dealing with the people of the Fees, is matter 
of example, and admonition to every ofus, Luk, 19. 42.- when. 
" weepingover Hicruſalem he ſaid, If thou hadſt kyowne,or O that thog, 
even thou didft know,at leaſt in this thy day, the things Which 'belong 
unto thy peacezand as if that time were paſt, juſt as he wasa ſpeak- 
ing.he adds, But now they are hid from thine eyes. For the dayes ſhall 
come,cc.It ſeemes before the point of the comming of thoſe dayes 
of their ſurprizall,the chings belonging to their peace were hid from 
their eyes,to wit, upon that criticall fatall at of their crucitying” 
Chriſt, adding that bloody rraxſcendevt impiecty to their former 
killing, and ftoning of the Prophets, on which certaine irreverſible 
; deſtruction went out againſt them ; In which caſe rhowgh Noah, 
P | Daniel, and fob ſhonld intgrcede , they ſhould not be able to 
4M rever(e it. 


To : which purpoſe *tis obſerved generally by Divines from 
Wi theſe, and the like grounds, that there is to every wicked mana 
ol ike 6 time when the meaſure of 'his iniquities are filled up, and Gods 
patience in waiting for him 1o wearied our, that he gives over 
calling, or expefting, or Waiting his repentance. This was wont to i 
to be called by the Jewes the meaſure of judgment,i.c.a pitch of ſin, i 
upon which judgment infallibly followed, deſtraftion of whole i 
Kingdomes, andthe like, This time is not to be kyowne by any 
man of himſelfe, (nor to be di/cerned by any ob/ervation,and com> | 
paring of himſelfe with others) *erther by the »amber of inner, or 
calls of God, or yeares ſpent in {inne contrary to thoſe ca//s, there 
being ſo much variety in theſe, and in God's dealing with men, | 
_ that nothing bur Gods revelation can give us any certaine kyow- 
ledge in this point ; Only this may be ſaid of it, r.That the dearh 
of an impenitent ſinner, /.e.God's plxcking him away in that ſtate, 
is, when 1t comes,a certaine indication Of ir. 2, That it is poſſible, I | 
ſay poſſible, that it may be before the time of death, 5.e. that the 
man which is come to that fw/neſſe of fin and ripeneſle for exciſion, - 
may be kept ative by God beyond that time, and if that, whichT 
ſay is poſſible, ever attwully be,then is that man concluded under a 
finall ſentence, an irreverſible eſtate in evill, evenin this life, and 
conſequently *ris poſſible ſome impenitent ſinner may in 5h life 
arrive to thateſtate,For as N»mb.16.38.the cenſers and the lives 
of Corahand his company were forfeited to God together, Wo 
Js that 
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' that place ſhould be read, rbo cenſers of rheſe fſomers With hal 
feules, or liver,v. 38. are ballowved, 1.37.3. 6. conſecrated, forfeired propa 
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taGad, their goods and their Tres together)ſo is it with grace,the 
ſpeciall ſwpellex or furnitzre of the ſoule, that, and /fe arc be- 
tray'd together, the ſame degree of fir, the ſame pitch of proweca- 
tion makes forfeiture of both,and then God may uſe his powerand 
dominion, as he pleaſe,take both together,or take oe and reprieve 
the other for ſome time, withdraw grace, and leave life, for ſome 
ends in his Wiſedome ſeeming good to himzand as there the cenſers 
were not deſtroyed, but made into broad plates for the Altar,uſed to 
the/ervice of God,When the owners were ſwallowed up quick,lono 
doubt on the other ſide,might the owners have been kepr alive,8e 

\ uſed by God ſome way to ſet out his g/ory,and yet the ceaſers have 
beene deftrojed.. Tt being free to God to take the forfeiture, 
when, and how farre he pleaſe, and in caſe of ſuch filling wp their 
meaſure,. either to Withdraw grace only, (which if.it be ror.u/{and 
final makes up the irreverſible eſtate)or elſe if-he-fb pleaſe,to call 
for both the depoſira at once,take away grace and'/ife rogether. 

That I thus take confidence to combads; is upon the authority 
of Scripture, which hath made it cleare to me that it was thus |, 
atftually with Pharaoh at one time of his /ife,after the fixth judge- 
went peMliarly (but not before, through all, or any part ofthe 
= of the former ca/ls, much lefle at, or before his birth, or be- 
re Gods meſſages to him) when God is ſaid zo harden his heart,& 


to make him ſtand, or keope hins alive, (when otherwiſe he had cxt 


him f. fromthe earth, buc that he intended thus to reprieve him) 
that he might ſhew in him his power, Exod. 9.14,15.Which becauſe 
it is a wotable (and asfarre as Thave obſerved in Scripture a fngr- 
Ter) example,and becauſe by ſome miſtakes in ourtranſlation and 
by other prejudices.it is become ſomewhat obſcare,. I will here ſet - 
downe as it lyes in the tory. ALE 

Moſes 8 Aaron are ſent to Pharaoh with that meſſage from God 
concerning the 4;/-:ſſton of the 1/-10lites, and with miracles and 
fignes to give authority to their meſſage, and Pharaoh refuſed ro. 
harken or obey, but hardved bu heart, Exod.7.13.1n whichplace 
our ordinary Tranfhation hath miſtaken, . for ir is not tobe under 
ftood,as we read it,that heg,e.God(as yer)bardred Pharaoh's heart, 
forthe words,do nor beare tharinghe Hebrew, nor had any- _ | 
" - \ -- * ohng, 
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A thing by way of ſtory at that _ beene intimated (only by 
-} way of prediction, and evidence of Gods preſcience,Ex. 3. 19.and 
_ {by way of Decree what God would doe upon it, c.4.21. and 7. 3. 
7 which was after fulfitled, and not yer, and might therefore be re-- 
ferred to that after-time) ( but Ny*Q 25 TIM Pharaohs heart: 
Wazxed ftrongor hard,Wvas hardaed:and ſoit tollowes v.14.the Lord 
ſaid to Moſes,Pharacks heart is hardnedhe refuſerh,c+c. and ſo the 
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em crea- his againſt a call and a wonder, God proceedsto a judgement of 
ris imponi ti- turning the water into blood,v.16,1 7.and that it ſeemes was a ve 
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-  Afrerthiscomes the plague of frogs,and thar it ſeemes came ſs. Se@.15. 
nearehim (on him'c. 8.4. and Go bo Kim 's Chamber, faith the. OS 
| Pſalmiſt)that,though the Magicians were able to'do the like, yer "| 
being not able to deliver him from them again,he calls for Moſes, 
and intreates his prayers-for deliveratice/from this p/ague, and 
promiſes that he will /2rthe oops  g0e;v.8.and Mofes,to improve 
thismercy to him; that it may be a ſoftning deliverance, that the 
= frogges and the obdwrate heart may depart together, bids him 
| chooſe his time Whez,v.g. and it ſhall be donefor him, v,10.that 
| thou mayſt kuoW- that there 1s none like the Lord our God. But it 
ſeemes -this had no effe& on him neither, for when he ſaw there 
5 as reſpite,when the judgement was removed, (now God's mercy 3,0 unxgodu- FR 
E was his temptation as before the Aagicians inchantments) he yiadiliaoxane' 
hardncd his heart, and harkenednot, v.15. and this was a third wil- eooedlas-Ba: 
& full at ofhis owne obduration,agreeable to what God had fore-- fld.ci veds 
& told ofhim, as the Lord had ſaid. Then comes the plague of lice, CTIA 
# ». 17. and in this the Afagiczers are poſed, v. 18. the Devill that 
before could hxrt but not deliver,that could doe deſtruf;ve, but 
& not /aving miracles, is not how able to deſtroy, to doe miſchiefe, 
= confeſſes and proclaimes the' finger of God, as he doth the Meſſras 
& in the Goſpe//, when the Phariſces denied him, and yet for all this, 
& this ceſt5my and ſermon of the very Devill againſt him, it fol- 
= lowes, his heart was hardened,v.19. and he harkened not as the Lord 
= had ſaid. 
| Afﬀter this comes the ſwarme of flyes,& that not only asa plague Se, 16, 
& miraculouſly produced, but with a ſigne, v. 23.2 diviſor betwixt 
God's people and his, no figes ſwarming in Goſten,but in all E gypt 
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of K&--/4e5,0n purpoſe to make him ſenſible of his ſin by the particxla- 
of rity of ther puns/pment, to the end that he might kyow,v.22, on pur- . 


poſeto teach him piety.By this it ſeemes Pharaoh is wrought on a 
little, firſt to give /eave that they ſhall /acy;fice to God withour 
poing out of the [and;chen when that would notſerve(becauſe by ſo 


np . 
they ſhould /acrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the 
nt . 
20 dl before their eyes, v. 26, i.e.thoſe things which the Egyptians , ,. ofo arietti 

i ould detelt to ſee ſo uſed,Gen.43.32.to wit in Afavetho's phraſe, — 
fp = > & Aryualo derebbuera (#2, cattell Wh were ſacred amongthe Egyp- Ammonis.Bos 
fa: zan;sfirſt by law forbidden to be ki/led,& after,tho ughnot then, _ aMmo- 
ir [F-<<ived intothe niiber'of their Gods, for ſo was Apr: faith * T'a- 14% 2uem 4- 
-or M'abulandtheſpeciall — Egyptians)he proceeds _ a 
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» ſtill all chis while though Pharaoh was obawrate,. yet this by no 


on 1 erp Jainh Ainſmortb,ar. rather had ſerv, gas"ris vrdinaty t9:He 


+. therand giycth way that they away goe into the Wilderneſſepnly you 
- ſeal not goe very farre awa),v, 28. and upon this promiſe, Woer 
Promiſes t9 intreate for him, v.29. But now Pharaoh had already 
deed bis heart free times, ear one " op _ be had over 
and above dea/t falſely;promiled faire,e.9,8.out brake his promiſe 
and therefore now Hoſes after this fift judgment, chough he pro- 
miſe tO pray upon his prone tO mend,yet dothit with a particular 
warning more thenat any time beforegbut let not Pharaoh deal de- 
ceitfully any morev.29. as qminating that, if he bid, now the dan- 
r _— greater then ever before,and yer v. 32. as ſoone as 
£ adgement was removed,. Pharaoh hardned bis heart, TSAPDI 
mn hac weegthis turn,thes time alſo. | 
Upon this God ſends that pl/agwe of mwrrain upon all the cat- 
the of, Egypr,c.9.6. and the heart of Pharaoh was hardned,7. and fo 


att of God s, but Pharach hardens his owne heart, and will not let 
1{rael goe,. as the Lerdcommanded. Upon this God fends another 
judgement, that of boiles and blaines,v. 10. and then *tis ſaid in a 
new ſtile NWN PIN the Zord herdned the heart of Pharaoh,v.12. 
(which ſure was-the time at firlt referred to byGod by way of pre 
diction to Moſes 6. 4. 21. as0ur margent directs, and was the i 
judgement before chreatned implicitely in that fperiallcantion or 
Warnings $.29.) and this God never did till-then ; and therefore Þ 
as after that warning "tis ſaid that Pharaoh hardned his heart this 
time alſo, ſo 'tis here ſaid, v. 14. that NWN RIVER this rw, 
this crime, 0, though not before, God would powre alt bis plague! i 
epou his heart 5. and thoſe plagues on hue heart ave fure felt of 
Gods obdurating.. 4 50, 

Upon which immediately follows the paſſage wherin the preat- 
eſt difficulty lyes,c.9.14,15.not as we read itf for now I will ſtrerch 
out my hanaythat 1 may ſite thee and-thy people with peſtilence, 101 
the .event proves there was o- ſuck: mater ,.. Pharzah was no! 
| [amitten by. the peſtilence, nor cut-off frans the __—_ anc 

but drowned 7 zbe red./ex ſome time after. . But thus ſhowld thi 
 wordsbe rendred, 4d (or For).now Thad ſent ur firetcht ont wy 
© baudgund Thad ſmitten thee. and ang by thee peſtilence and rhe 
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 4fid Paulns Fagize from the Chuldee. Parayhraſe, nuve prope erat. 

Coram nit ut dimifiſſem, 1Was neare ſtretching oxt my hand, refer- | 

ring as'tis prebable to the plague of the wracs,in the beginning 
I2 both in this verſe,and thary.3.)which 


oft © ChapecpeRent 1 <_ a - rs 
might baye ſeized upon him and by proples. a8\itdid on bis cat 

or Te, thoſs bexler,vy3 1, which mighs be plagae-ſivellinge, and 
ſo proper enough to have cut himoſf; and fo that which'followes 
wilf be more cleare, Bur: (not And ) 54 very deedfor this canſe, 


4ITMIAvT 1 have (not [raiſed thee wp) but) made ther tand, pr | 
.(for 


thee aliveyſuſtentavi te ſaith the ancient Larne, ſuſtained thee 
otherwiſe had-ie not beene for this ; I had ſmitten thee with the 
murrain or plague before, and thou hudſt ſome time ſince beene exe 
off utterly,but that Lintended )ro fpew,or wake known,or make to be 
yn (for ſo pIxIn literally ſignifies ) my power in thee, as in 
cutting. up or anatomizing a:man a/zve, which is. condemned to 
death (ith Cie ome) that others may be inſtrutedand bene» 
fited by that dule | | 35k ae a0 4 OLE 

' In this matter 'tis true Saint Pawl. reades tis v73 Tevro ifinyergy, 
6: for this very thing 1 raiſed thee wp, ſay we; but that muſt be un- 
derftood and interpreted by what we have already found to be 
the,meaning of the ſtory, and not on the other ſide this rendring 
of the paſſage in the ſtory(which the context inforceth,and P.Fa- 
gi#4, and out of him Ainſworth acknowledge to be the impor- 
cance of the Hebrew )brought.to the ſound of our Engliſh phraſe 
in Saint Pax, for iSiy«es muſt not needs referre to the time of 
Pharaoh's.birth, or to any abſolute _—_— of his perſon, (it 
would be hard to bring any example of ſuch aſenſe of it in Scrip- 
txre,or Gther Author) but may belong to ſome particular paſſage 
or patt of his life,and ſo directly to this point of time,when God 
faies he might have ſlaine him with plagae or murrain ; and ſo be 
rendred raiſing, asthat ſignifies a raheng ontgout of a danger or 
lickeneſſe,a —_ or recovering him, and ſo keeping alive, as* tis 
ordinarily uſed in Scripture of raiſing from fickgneſſe or death. The 
ſenſe certainly is, that God fowyraas, bim alive, when he had filled 
vp his meaſure of obduration,and ſo in ordinary courſe was to be 
ct off by death; in the ſame manner as the author of the booke of 
Fiſdome laichof God's dealing with the Canaanites, c. 12. 20, 
Thoſe who are due to death thou puniſhedſt with ſo much long animi- 
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Of 4 Late, or, a Death-bed repentance. 
| ling to ſhewhis wrath,&-c.endured with mach long ſuffering the veſt | 
WW -  fels of wrath fitted to deftruftion. a6 | 
3-8 20, AndthenwhenPharaoh's heart was thus harduedbyGodin this ex- 
W—*'* traordinary manner,Godexpoſtulates with him,v.17.(in crinmph 
| as it were over. this finner that now is the i/uſtrious obje& of his 
judgements of obduration;plague of heart, &a kind ofhell on earth, 
for which he was reſerv/ d,bcyond the ordinary period of life,kep: 
alive for this remarkeable judgement) as yet exalteſt thou thy 
fſelfe,, cc. and in referrence peculiarly to that expoſtulation is that 
obje&ion to be underſtood, Row.g. 19,114 Ti irruinegeratwhy doth he 
Ft find fanlt?i.e. God might indeed,faith the objeftor, with good Þ 
reaſon firde fault all the while of the former fix judgements,when 
Pharaoh hardned his owne heart ; but now when Godhath hardned 
him, and by a totall deprivation of grace (without which he can- 
not chooſe but finne);ygu/fedhim in an irreverſible ſtate, as much 
asif he were in hel, did 7it7:,why yer og/till doth he find fault, or 
expoſttlate ? for who hath reſiſted hisfvitl ? then God might be if 
ſaid to will his obaxration,which he had inflied by way of puxi/o- © 
-ent, ( though before *tis confeſt he could not ) and what poſe 
NN | : ſible reſifting of his will is there, that he ſhould f#:/! find fanlr ? The Þ 
We - aexaxeife;- anſwer to this objetion(firfiby way of ircno's, not for any exall Þ 
ij ee | evTo? Cnlsuts determining Or ftating any point of controverſie Or queſtion, parti- i 
YT vor,Gantd!4- cularly of that immediately precedent,[whohath refifted his _ q 
WR. 4 ay jeg '> - but forthe puzling and ſilencing of the objefter,'v. 20. 21. and 
WA VLG ” ir agnive, then by ſpeaking direfy to the matter in hand about Pharavh, 
WEE ces trcmon (@ v.22.) might out of Saint Chryſoſtome be fully cleared,if this were i 
RG figure of depel- not already too large an overgrowne Tagtgy*1, and this part of it 
We 22g the inten ;mpercinent. wholly ro the matter in hand.. : 
WR | = vhrrwnget The reſult ofall chat Thave laboured to lay downe concerning 
Wl oh cdjetties) - Pharaoh is this,that although his ſtate were a long time but rewer- 
VIE © aczs 6xpific fibly illas long as hgharaned his owne heart, yet when his owne ob- i 
WINE ar Soyuel&. Uurations were come tothe fwlneſſe of meuſure, and he ripe and | 
Wy Sett.21. dropping into he/as afcer the fxthjudgement he was, then God | 
| exchanged the firſt part of that due puniſhment ofhis in another 
world,that wasinſtantly ro have commenced,for a rexyporary coo- 
ler belt here hardned his heart, and obſtructed all poſſibility of re- 
.pextance from him, and fo concluded him in this life inan irrever- 
ld ſeble eſtate. Y { | Kb a beNes [ 
Fl Se@.22. © Having ganethys farte,l ſhall now-demand, whether atrimpe- 
i | : nitent 
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cals of Chriſt for many yeares together afforded, doth repeate 
and reiteratehis reftances, and hardens ſo oft his owne heart a 
inſt God, be not as great a progres as Pharaoh was? Iam ſure, 
that that which foſephns makes the character of Pharaoh , 
aneyoum u7 nomelas x) ngxies; Folly with wickeaneſſe and —_—_— is 
the juſt infcription of ſuckfor the moſt part. And if itbe obje&ed, 
that ſuch an one is not allowed thoſe {ignes and prodigies' that 


he was,I anſwer, 1. that tis but the greater ercx to him, that he 


is not, thoſc being all deſtruftive miractes ; and if he complaine 
for want of div ho may within a while ( ifhe have notalready) 
meet with ſome rouzing judgement, ſome ſharpe diſeaſe of the 
ſtone, or ftrangury, or feaver, a thunder and lightning about his 
cares, Which vill be able-to ſupply that place, and aggravate his 
euilr, perfeQly as highas Pharaoh's,if he be not reformed ;. 2..Fa- 
ther Abraham's anſwer to Dives may be conviftion to him, that he 
that hath the. Moſes and Prophets in the -Chriſt:an ſenſe , the 
many methods of the Holy Ghoſt, the many cals of Chriſt in the 
Church, and is not wrought on by them, »eirher wonld that maan 


repent though al Pharaoh's miracles were ſhewed before him;ſome 


magician-inchanting-deceit, ( flattery of his owne corrupt heart ) 
or comfortable hope, which the removall ofa puniſhment would 
be apt to infuſe into him,would be as ſare d:verriſements to avoid 
the force of the moſt powerfull worke of Gods upon him, as the 
like were then unto Pharaoh. | 
"Tis-true there may be ſome diſparity ( in regard of ſome cir- 
cumſtances ) betwixt that'Pharach and the Chriſtian impenitent, 
and therefore there will be no- certainty deducible from Pha- 
raoh's example, that any man now a dayes doth come in this life 
to that 3rreverſible eftate; This Tam moſt willing to graunt, and 


fromthence to conclude,that *rwill be a great eſſe for any me- 


tancholy hypocondriack-from this diſcourſe to-take occaſion to. pahn- 
Jy himſelfe attually in that eſtate, and from thence to give over all 
hope , and labour to got out againe. 1. Becauſe the doing ſo: isthe 
ſure way to#ngu/fe him in it. forthe future, though he be not yer 
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init, which isone peece of fwry,thus to rw into that, which I feare, * 
when the feare ought in any reaſon to-drive me from it;2.Becauſe 
This paper hath only laboured to prove that: a 'man may fal into 
1t,if he'doe not take heed, which if it be belcevedand made aſe of,. 
TE-: GC 3 he 
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- farre more-proper we of this doctrine will bee, 1. To 


1s fer to ſignifie, ſaith Grotixs, abſtinere nequee, I cannot abſtaine, 
and that impotence. 21 bifeck of 2 paſſionate wilh .Qr 2 cut orwe in 
_ © finning,asfollowesanithatwerſe, I hve loved firangers, aud after 


—_—— 


ſhall fall intoit; and give over all heed in a;»/e quit, 
4 he 
our 


c 


gontrary'to this doftrine. 3:Becaulc the only reaſonable, 51 


repentance, 2.I{-it have beene deferred too long, then to helpe to 
repaire that defeR by more zealt and anention, and vehement dey 
fredby more humiliation to root. it deepeand by fruits (all that are 
poffible)to evidewce the prrcerity of it, and inall, theſe reſpects to 
Zofe no time in- impious or welancholy thoughts, but by a ſpecdy 
change to confute our feares, and ſhew that we are not lolt irre- 
verſibly. 4. Becauſe whoſoeveris ſuppoſed to be ſubje to theſe 
diſcouraging thoughts, and {o in danger to be hurt by this doy 
frine, is gpatk for the preſent-to be defirous to repent and a- 
mend, and then by a principle laid in another diſcourſe, we mult 
ſuppoſe his preſent eſtate, though it be. ill,yet not to-be irreverſ6- 
ble,this care and deſire to get out being a character and indictum 
of that ſtate of ſimue,which is ſtyled fine not auto death; for which 
the prayers of others, viz. of the Church have that promiſe, 1 Zoh. 
5. that God will in anſwer to them give him life, i.e. not preſent 
parden Or ſalvation,continuing as heis,but ſufficient wears of grace 
to bring him to repentance fiſt and then to life.But if he have caſt 
of allidefire of being better, rhen as,I have no ſuch grounds of 
comfort for im, ſo will not the principles of 45/comfort, that this . 
diſcourſe hath offered,prove matter of de/paire to him,but rather 
of rouzing and vyakening him out of his preſwrption. This one 
anſwer is alone aboundantly ſufficient in this matter,and then for 
any man thus to give over the former only hope (not upon any 
| me gon argument,but.upon a phanſic Or jealonfie of 
his owne, raiſed only on ſome occaſion or pretence, I am ſure not 
gronnd,or cauſe taken ſrom this Diſcourſe) will be ſo unreaſonable 
( and withall ſo impoſſible to: cleare dr. reſcue any the truelt and 
wholeſomeſt diſcomr{e trom ſuch accidentall miſtakes, and [candals, 
and inconſequent conclyfioss) that I {hall not,adde any more | 
words to prevent, Or cure it. | | 

The truth is, there is anotherkinde of deſperation, that of going 
on fill in our wickedneſſe( as er(2,25.[ than [ayeſt there 1s no hope | 
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them will I gee) the rimnnivg headlong upon all the finne, and < 
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grand miſery in the world, which we are wont 10 call a ae 
« fate, becauſe it is the negleRing of the condiriov, ppon which'alt 


uszand to forrifie us againſt thats the only detigne,and projatt of- 
this paper.I wiſh it may proveſecceſſefw/to it, | | 

- All which being not only granted, bur propoſed as vereſſwy: 

conſiderations to be taken —— this dorine, it remaines 

. Cill cleare and wwomrrol/edghat' God may,it he will;thus puniſh a 

hard heart with coral and finall ſubſtration of grace, and ſo with 


know not that he will) or at the howerof death; at which time. 
there is no doubt but be wi//thus proceed with every impenitent. 
And though it be hard,if not mpoſſible,to judge,when the former 
of theſe times is come,or before-hand'to divine when the /arter or 
former will comeither to another or tomy (clic, and ſo ſtill there 
is hope, to him that, will make »/e of hope to preſent amendments 
not to.ſcrure procraſtination, ,yet thele three things may be re- 
ſolved on. | | 54 

2. That there 15or may beſuch a time,as to nations and people, 
fo to particular fimners a\ſo.In the 10® generation the deluge came 
upon the o/d World, and in the 10® generation after that,the fire 


4 Boas a. as [oo Bo. be. Prod bac, Croton od? 


er i could thenhave reprived them,or put of their ruine;To that end 
| 120 yeares warning was given to the former, and Noah deſigned 
or i 7 preacher of that repentance;and to the latter,the Chaldee reades,. 
Ny that God came downe to ſee,. whether they had made to ceaſe, or 
of made an end(fo paraphrafing WP 7192) 5.0.repented,Ger.18.21.G- 
os if not,Þ know, ſaith heg what I will doe; Ifreverlible deſtruction in 
that caſe. And our Saviours parable of the Tree that for ſo many 


_ and the wlue of it,Cax it down,why cumbrerh it the ground? Second- 
ly, that everyday ſpent.in an unreformed ſtategbrings aman gea-- 
_ ver to one of theſe periods of abdyration, or cxcilion frreverſidle,;. 
«- 25£very of thoſe generations contnuing nnreformed, came neaver 
e ] to that 10#and laft genrraron. Thirdly,that every callofGadsbe- 
| ingrepiecy. ritign im-yet nearer 20 it, as every ſepriri the way 
| brivgsnoantrto the gourneies end. Fourthly, chat-an uoreformed 
Gnnerpf he doi(@nconfideace of loaiger page, 2ndvefularion weto 
begiailatho nee ry aiwpricof ric elkthc laff, _— 
33% : ; fne- 


the Gofpell ſex (the onely cape wud are made overtd- 
£0 | 


harduing irreverſibly, either here, ( which Ionly fay he may, but - 


and brimſtone came upon Sodome, and nothing but repentance - 


yeares gectived the owners expetation, is to the ſame purpoſe, - 


Seft. 24; 


Fa __ . Of aLate,w, s Death-bed repentance. 


j the meane to enjoy the pleaſures of ſinne, till the dayes come; that be 

mn * ſhall ſay 1 have ne pleaſure in them)continue {0 one minute longer, . - 

| ” doth by ſich preſumption terribly provoke God to bring thar 
fatall puniſhment on him, and ſo, ifhe will goc on, may thar' 
next minute(for ought he knowes or any canenſure him) cngulfe: 

y himſelfe in that irreverſible eftate;out of which,when he 1s once in 

\ it,no eſcape or iſſue is to expeed: ' : > i 

Wet. 25. And though after all this,one of Chriſt's parables ſeemes to al- 

Fl low as free a reception, and as faire an hire to the /aboxrer, that 

cometh lateſt into the vinejardas to any other,yer this is in caſe he 
be not /oozey called,but come as ſoone as he is, not when the ear- 
lyer call hath Beene ofc rejeed, .on purpoſe to avoide the hear 

\. and burden of the day ; much lefle when *tis therefore rejeRed, be- 

p cauſe it is t00 eayly,and becauſe the going in /ater will ſerve turne 

as well;for ſure God is not likely to be circamventedzand cheated, 
and mocke, by ſuch crafty merchants as theſe, nor to call ſuch at 

| the eleaventh howre that would not comet the 34,nor 6*,nor gth,. 

: nor to admit, or rewardthem that come in that manner, as they. 
are likly to comewith,(;.e.only a deſire of heaven)when the doors 
are ſout, when they are not called. To which purpoſe his dealing 
with the 1/-aelites is remarkable , God commanded them at his 
bringing them out of Egypt tO invade the Canaanites,and promiſed 
them ſtrength £0 overcome them, and poſſeſſe the land,but they re- 
fuſedro go #p; afterwards when he bid them not, they would 
needes go up,& then they miſcarried in the attempr;the application 
is eafe and terrible to the delayer,or refuſer,and the parable of the 
fooliſh Virgins ſeemes to bring it home toour pupoſe, they come 
knocking when the doore is ſhut,and finde no admiſſion. Mat 25.11, 

and beſide the deterrements that may thus be offered us on 

* CGodspartin ths buſinefſe, many other are ready at hand from 
conſideration of oxr ſelves,as 1.that though God doe continue to 
call,yert we may be as likely to deferre ſtill,as before we were, and 
tothinke that other one a of procraſtination may be as ſafe, as 
the many former have beene.2. That /ciſwre, will, or trength may 
then be wanting, and then farre more probably then before, by 
how'much a more chronicall habit doth harden the heart,weaken, 
andſtop the care, and many the like ; and ſo ſtill-nothing is ſafe, 
but preſent inſtant retweipg. The Prophets ſpecch'is remarkeable 

to the confirmation and enforcing of this', E/a.55. 6. Seeks the | 

| Lord 
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Lord while he may be found -( it.ſeemes there is a period of that 


when the ſtorchouſes are ſealed up, ſaith Epiphan :) call yee upon 
him while he ts neare. Let the wicked forſake and returne, &c. an 
atuall forſaking and returning { ſorrow for loſſe of heaven, or ap- 
prehenſion of inſtant hell, will not ſerve the turne) and then 
comes the promiſe that God Will have mercy, &c. and ſo Prov.s. 
17. Thoſe that ſeche me early ſhall = me, the promiſe is to the 
| early ſeckgrs,and to no others, and ſo farre of the promiſes. 
© Thenforanyexample inthe word of God,on which to ground 
= this hope, or make it prudent that a fautwre death-bed repentance 
# ſhould be depended onJI thinke there is but one that will be pre- 


= obſervable, | | 
ys I, That it appeares not of him, (nor have we any reaſon to 
= chargeitonhim ) that he ever procraſtinated or purpoſely poſted 
= off his converſiongtill this ſo late a date, and ſo he will not be mat- 
| ter of comfort to them that do. | | 
| 2. Thatasfarre aswe have any knowledge, he ſeemes not ever 
| to have heard of Chriſt, at leaſt to have beene ca/led or inſtrufted 
= by him,till he met him upon the Croſſe, and conſequently he can 
& be noprecedent to any that hath lived an age or a great part ofit 
| under the preaching of the Goſpe//. | | 
$ 3. That for the thiefe to be converted then, and beleeve 5 
= Chriſt inthatſtate of greateſt hwwsl/;ry,upon the Croſſe,( which ſo 
= ſcandaliz'd the Fewes, when by all other motives they were incli- 
& ned to have beleeved on him ) wasa moſt notable illuſtrious emi. 
= ent aft of faith, and ought inany reaſon tobe preferr'd before 
'- E thatwhichis ordinarily | 9 among men. | 
| 4+. That it was accompanyed with as many effefs of ſincere 
= converſion, as that condition was capable of, confeſſion of. Chriit, 
3 | and deyout prayer. to him for his zzercy, or remembrance when he 
, came to his Kingdome. 
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time,and ſo a time when he may not be faund,iTs ivgpiyicnt Taucidy 


= tended, that of the thiefe pon the Croſſe; concerning which it is -» /* 


Seft, 27. 


E ., 


as 5- That it was not extorted by the fear of death,but proceeded _ 
ay from a ſight, and acknowledgement of the i»nocency, and power 
Dy of Chriſt, even upon the Crofie,and this was an argument to him- 
I ſelfe and others, (and was it ſeemes fo acknowledged by Chriſt) 

7 of the ſincerity of his fairh, and converſion to God, and that be- © 
7 ing ſuppoſed fancere, will undoubtedly be accepted, be it never ſo_ _ 
wh 27 ane, 5 6 This 


of s Lati, wv, « Death-bed Fepentante. 
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ftrncken to the earth, in the midſt of his threatnings and ſlangh 


FHe. To which example as farre as can concerne our caſe in hand 


-*6. This was done by the thiefe in the midſt of all remprationr ty 
the contrary, the Crofſe one great temptation, and ſuch as almoſt 
all the Diſciples were ſhaken with, and beſides the other rhiefe 
was his remprey to the contrary, railing on Chriſt, &c. Zuk,23.39, 
and alſo the chiefe Prieſts, and Scribes, and Elders, mocked him, 
and they that paſſed by reviled him wagging their heads, Mat. 24, 
and fo that »ew-convert-T hiefe was Ky rn perſon, almoſt the 
only confeſſony in the company, Theſe particulars being obſerved 
will give us reaſon to acknowledge the difference great betwixt 
the example of the rhzefe, and any that make »/> of that example 
tO deferre their repentance till the laſt, and will conſequently ad 
vertiſe us, that though it /acceeded very well to himit may ſucceed | 
very :z# to us, 

For other examples it will, I beleeve, be very hard to produce 
any out of Scripture (and for allegations out of humane For, 
or obferyation, it will not be pertinent to produce them,becauſe 
they bring not with them any ev;4exce how they were accepted 
by God,as that of the thiefe did, This day thon ſhalt be with me in 
Paradiſe) and yet to be ſure to omit nothing, that may to any 
ſeem pertinent, we will ſuppoſe the converſion of Saint Part ty 
have ſomewhar in it, ſomething like that of the rHiefe, for he was! 


rers againſt the Charch, and before he was recovered againe, ut} 
doubredly converted, and after lived to be a moſt gracious 4po-B 


I anſwer,. by propoſing theſe three conſiderations.. | 

1. Whether, ſuppoſing that Saul had died when he was thu 
Frricken,(yea though tt had been after the delivery of thoſe words 
v. 6, [ he trembling and aftoniſhed, ſaid, Lord what wilt thou hat 
me to do ?] conceiving no more to be meant by them then was 
Saint Peter's auditours,when they ſaid, Men and brethrey wha 
ſaall we doe? to which he there anſwers, Repent, &c. whether Tay] 
any man would affirme, that he had been ſaved (and yet ſun 
that rrembling and ſaying amonxted as farre as ſorrow forfinn 
withont actuall amyendnent.) or at leaſt bring any evidence « 
Scripture to confirmeany fach affirmarior, If God's abſolute & 
oree, that of Elcfing of hi perſon be produced for ſach arg 
meit, that will as much hold for the faving him, though he hu 
died in the midſt of his bA/phemics, without aby fich rrearb/in 
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val ſorrew, (00 amen 
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and then he might, have been /aveq without ever having been 
converted; Which Ihave not yer heard to be aſſerted by any, uns 
leſſe the Antinomian dofrine may amount ſo farre. 

2, Whether the caſe of Saint Pax be not quite diſtant from 
that of a Chriſtian, delaying and oeening, repentance ta the laſt. 
For that is ſive againſt light, and ſo a wiltull, deliberate crime, 
and by that God 1s print ua” to with-draw, rather then invited to 
give more grace, But Saint- Pas! affirmes of himſclfe that he 
' obtained mercy becauſe be did it rain unbeliefe,t Tim 1.13, 

and therefore though ignorant Chriſtians, zealous in their errone= 
0 Way may be allowed ſome of our charity, upon this precedent 
of Saint Paul's converſion, and it may be agrecable to analogy of 
faith, to hope that God will by an extraordinary way bring them 
to a ſight of their errowrs in time of life, or accept their repen- 
| raxceforall ſinnes kyowne and wnkzowne, ({o there were in them a 

| preparation of mind to have depoſited their errowrs upon ſuffice 
ent /zghr, and to have reformed the finnes conſequent to thoſe er- 

| rowrs) yetthat a bare ſorrow ſhall be accepted for wilfull linnes, 
when it ison purpoſe deferred ſo-long, till it cannot bring forth 
fruits worthy of _—_— and ſo in effect can prove nothing but 
zt being added to it aQtually ; and whether 

the reſolution of amendment be fxcere, it is bothto the party 
himſclfe, and to others by ordinary meanes utterly wn-evident, 
becauſe he is ſuppoſed to dye before any ſufficient triall of it) I 
conceive will not be thought concluded convincingly from that 


= example. 


3. Whether the enlarging of Sawls life and aboundant lahou- 
ring and ſuffering of his, after converſion, be not an intimation 
(very obſervable) that great ſinners, when they are converted, 
| muſtdoe much more in Chri/tiaity,(I meane exerciſe more as of 


= /orrow and repentance, whether by way of reſtitztion to thoſe that 


are wronged, or of ſatisfeftion to thoſe that were ſcandalized, or 
to expreſſe the ſincerity of the change by way of <xJixnas, 2 Cor 
7- 11, of revenge on himſelfe) then would be neceſlary to the 
ſalvation of another: and if *were ſo of Saint Pax/, whoſe for- 
mer ſinnes were committed igzorantly, then how. much more of 
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wilfylt continuers in ſinnc, as he, that thus deferres his repentance, 
i5ſuppoſed to be ? 


promiſes and examples from Scripture being conſidered, and 
H 2 found 


_ 


Of 4 Late, or, a Death-bed repentance. 


- foundunconcluding : the fifth thing to be conſidered, is, whether 
"he that thus Frvona, on a death-bed repentance, doe it not becauſe - 
that time will: be more probable for him to repent in, then any 
other, and that though he repexz not before that time, yet then it 
will be probable, which if he doe, then muſthe think it cither, 

x. inhis owne power tO repext without grace, and that is Pela- 
zaxiſme,. Or 2. that God's terrours, and the imminency of ap 
Pproaching dangers have that or a greater forcein them, then 
Ordinary Grace ; which is quite contrary to.the doAtrine of Fa- 
ther Abraham, Luk, 16. 31. (If they heare-nor Moſes andthe Pro- 
phers, neither will they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead) 
& indeed to all Divinity, which afſerts the principal or ſole cauſe 
of true ſaving repentance, to be no outward impellent (for ſuch 
were an extorted, not voluntary, nor conſequently rrwe repen- 
tance) bur the gift of ſanftifying grace, meeting with an humble 
malleable heart (ſuppoſing that 5umiliry ro be firſt wrought by 
God's preventing Grace) in that ſenſe that *tis faid, God gives 
ce to the humble. Or 3. that there is ſome aſſurance or proba- 
Fitir that that ſpecial! grace ſhall not then be wanting ; For which 
yet we have ſhewed there is no Aſſ#ravce; and for the probabili- 
ties which may induce perſwaſion, though not. aſſurazce, let us i 
now conſider, | by 
I, Is it probable, that in this caſe God ſhould give more grace 
then ever he gave before?Or , - 
2, That the /ame or a lefſe meaſure of grace. then, ſhould 
worke that which before ir wrought. not 2 Or . 
3. That that performance which would not have been accepted 
before, ſhould then beuccepted | | 
_  Forthe firſt,the rule of Scripture is, From bim that hath not,that 
is, hath-not-made uſe of grace given, God will with-4raw that which 
he had given, and Rev. 22.11. He that is anjuſt let him be unjuſt 
frill, and he that us filthy le: him be filthy ſtill.; and this not onely 
Godtpermitting,burt God aeferting,and ſometimes God delivering 
up, and poſlibly obdrrating alſo. | EO 
© For the ſecond, "ris certaine that the longer a habit of impeni- 
tence in any ſinne hath continued, the more obdnrate the perſon 
is, eſpecially if ir have been finne againſt High $22 calc $i po- 
ſes) and though it be not ſimply impoſſible ro God'td* els ſtich, 
yer extreamely ;7probable it is, that they ſhall beme/red without 
» IT - 2 
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of 4 Late, or, a Death»bed repentance. © 


a farre greater de ree then char, by which before they were/wus: 
melted, And thongh fickreſſe it felfe may be a meanes of ſome”. 


force to worke good, and being added to that grace, which with- 


out it prevailed nor, may now poſſibly prevaile, yet is this a great 
ancertainty. For, 1. Some men are worlt under the rod. Exoa.6.9. 
They hearkaed not for anguiſh of ſpirit. and for cruell bondage, their 
anguiſh kept them from hearkxing. This Hippocrates obſerves, de 
aquazacre & locis,and from thence hath a pretty heatheniſh. ar- 
oument, that a.diſeaſe among the Scythians which he ſpeakes of, 
was not 34% 71, of God's ſending, becauſe it fell not on poore men, 
on whom he conceived the Gods would inflit all their evilt 
things becauſe 'of rheir murmuring and blaſpheming.- 2, They 
that are affefed by the rod, doe not all repent {incerely, Hoſ.7.14. 
They have not cryed unto me with their hearts, when they howled on 
their beds; thus Ahab's humiliation, which the judgement produ- 
cd, was we know'no' thorough reformation, onely a pmtting on 
[ackeloth,” and going ſoftly, (not mucty of an higher pitch- ther 
what hath been related of an horſe that by the help of a hor-floore 
and ſome traces was taught to dance to a tune) and tothat per- 
haps belongs that of the Pſalmiſt, God's enemies ſhall be found lyers 
\wnto him, /ubmit themſelves, as our other tranſlation reades,; but 
ſubmit feignedly, their love of God is but little improved, though 
there be an otitward forme of /#bmi//ion, extorted it ſeemes even 
from haters; and ſo to this may belong that cenſure of Saint Chry- 
foftome, (1. 2. Ii ivgos :) which he brings as an argument why men 
ſhould be onely perſwaded,nort forced to reformation of any faulc 
or errour, '& 7#6:drayx1 715 z4tias #75 y0utres, de TES eSdUphTes Separ 
1917Q@-F 348, becauſe God rewards not thoſe that upon neceſſity ab- 
ftaine from evill,but only thoſe that woluntarily do ir. And it 1s obſer- 
vableinthe ancient canons, that theythat deferred their baptiſme 
til they thought they ſhould die,the Cl/inciior bed-baprifts,had an - 
il character 'ſer-upon them, and if they recovered, though they 
were acknowledget Chriſtians, yet wereexcluded from any far- 
ther digniry.in the Church; could never be admitted to orders,a 
marke of the Chxrchzs judgement of ſuch men.Nay,3. that which. 
ts then done by any man, there is no certaine judgment” to be 
made! whether it be his wiz/and-mtention, onno{ whetherit come 


fronithe 1man;or the diſeaſe.” Tis a'nile in ?»ſtinian that tera &- 
mivti teſtamenta on facit, there is ſmall heed due to-a reftament 


© Of 6 Lutt, or; aDedtb-bed repentance, 


made by one that is br ſo low; andſure repentance isa very 
/ eakie taske, if he that is d;/abled forall things elſe is ſtrong enough 

* forthat, 4.The great diverfons which the (lick bed preſents we. / 
be conſidered; 1. d/quicting, if not enragivg, ar wpiing paines; | 

2. decay of ſpirits, and a conſequent —_ and dulneſlc; 3. the 

hwrry of worldly b«fneſſe then to be campoſed and ſer in order; 

all which being put together will add extreamly to the improba- 
' bility ofany mans being wrought on, or melted at that time, and 

rather define that it is undoubtedly the a»firreſt and wnlikelieſt 

ſeaſon to begin or perfett a worke ſo great, ſo weighty, that before 

he could find no leaſure, even when time lay pn, x hands, to ſer 

about it; and yet farther, many diſeaſes there are, a Conſamption 

-by name, wherein the more deſperately we are ficke, and the nea- 

- .TErour ex, the lefſe are we apt to beleeve we are fo, and other 

- ſharper diſcaſes, when they come to an height, deprive us of our 
W45, and hopes together, and by their jndzcations to others, that 
as are mortal, diſable us utterly from preparing for that more 
WOITE9T! ef. 36, For the third there is little hope of that, the condition which 
|. | JH08 is now required under the Goſpell, being as indifpenſably requi- 
" red ofall that: come to yeares and powers and meanes of know- 
ledge, as ever the condition of the firſt Covenant was under that; 
And that condition is, Repent andbeleeve the Goſpell;&, Except you 
repent you foal 4ll likewiſe periſh ; now IThope 'twill be no newes 
to ſay, that repentaxce is more then ſorrow; if it be, then abſerve 
+*2 Cox,7.10. and it will be convincing, Befides,the example of Ju 
' das, that had this ſorrow before he hanged bimſe/fe, and the exam- 
ple of E/as's birth-right lolt,and the inſufficiency of /orrow at laſt 
to get 1/aacto repent, Or reverſe the bleſſing, which God had de- 
creedfrom him to Facob,will argue that bare ſorrow will not ſerve 
the turne to regaine the ſpirituall ;herirance, Beſides this /arroW, 
the moſt that that ſtate is capable of, is a -e/a/ution of amend» 
4 ment (as for attuall amendment, or the evidencing of that reſaluti- 

|| "_ ou by ations, this ſtate is ſuppoſed uncapableof that. ) | 
\ HP{00M Now concerning a death-bed reſolution of amendment theſe 8 
' |» things may be obſerved, 1. That ir isat that time moſt ;wproper 
and out of ſeaſon, very unreaſonable that the ed of th life 
ſhould be the fir ft minute of /iving well; Itis an old rule in He- 
ſod, that "tis 290 /ate to ſow 1949ie Tgenels, for then the corne fhowld 
be 
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try oming 1 > thedeath-bed/is a ſpeciall ſeaſon for the extvoiſe 
hd iden of many Chriſtfan vertues, and conſequently very 
—_— for a ſeedes-time,or plantation. 

2, Th: 


t it is a r5d5cnlors thing fora man to refolve to#ve well | 
upon no other conſideration, but becauſe the time is come when - 


he thinkes he ſhall dye. The very fonndution of the reſulntion being 


contrary to the performance of it,the condition of all his good life, © 


a pre 
ale | be but an a&t of reaſo; & j»ſtice ro himſelf,ro change the 
reſolation when the morives are changed, and a contrary mprou- 


_— that heſhall not Hive, And not only ridiculorr, but 
l 


dence and ankinduefſe to adhere to the concluſion, when the pre- 


miſes are confired, and to doe that which he reſolved, when that 
upon which the reſo/ntioy was made, (ſelfe-love and carnall ad- 
vantages,and intereſts) ſhall as much ob/;ige him to make contrary 


reſolutions;the invitations of the fleſh yay. aS perſmaſive in heatth, 


as the rerronrs of hell affrighting in fickneſſe, the preſent pleaſure 
now as ſtrong an 2rgyment as was then the approaching paine ze 
ſpecially when the p/-a/are hath the advartuge of being repreſen» 
ted z/ove,without the 7:vall;which was the only mzzanes by which 
the other came ever to pw mage ſach grounds of diſcourſe as 
this,vhat can be expe 
his i-nes with his health, leave his new vowes in that bed, where 
he tooke then up,diſcharge his feares,and his good motions, his 
Phyſitian and Confeſſor together. | 


| 3. That a deſire of dying well, of having heaven in another. 
wortd,may then cafily be miſtaken for that reſolution. ZI 


4. That asa wearineſſe of paines may be raken for a wearineſſe 


of this world, fo that wearineſſe may be taken for mortification, and. 


that mortification for reſolntion of amendment. 

5. That the no ?r2»grb then to ſinne,. may eaſily paſſe for this 
reſolved amendment z. or however reſolntion to amend at a time 
when I have no ſtxexgrbtolinne, may /aft no longer then that am- 
porence laſtzth. 


6.. That although this 7e/a/ntion,. if it befncere, (and fuch as 
God ſees would bring forth {-nits of repentance, if time were gi- 
ven) ſhall cetrainelybe accepred by God, { according to that of 


Wi any mrs the righteau be prevented with de = ſhall he 
is 72ſolwtson While it is nomort*then ſo, firſt may 
be miſtaket ard thought Grorre, when iti3 not, (there was litthe 


ted ofthis ſick reſolver,but that he reſwme 
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erence £0 any. mans ſight,betwixt the /zed that ſprung up with- 
roor,and that which was ſowed in good ground, tillthe ſhining 

nr that errour not only 

others,but our ſelves may be ſubje&k to ; we commit many things 

in time of :emptation which in abſence of the temptation we re- 

ſolved againſt, and really beleeved that reſolution had beene jin- 
cere;8 10 we omit in like manner:and the reaſon is,becauſe wetre- 
ſolvedit only abſolately,but foreſaw-not the price.to be laied down 
for it,cither did not 4i/cerne, or elſe did not reſolve on the paines 
or difficulties that it would coſt us to performe it, He that is ſicke, 
and is aflured that ſuch a potioz will cure him, reſolves firmely he 
will take it, & is perhaps at that time perſwaded that this re/0/wti- 

on is ſincere,& yet when the potion comes,and proves extreme of- 
fenſive to the taſtyhe will rather dye then ſwallow it; This argues 
the re/o/ution either not /argely enough extended,or not deepely e- 


- nough radicated;he had only digeſted the porion,as phyſick,but not 


as loathſome,as preſcribed tor his good,but foreſaw not then(or af- 
teris not courageous enough to overcome )the bitterneſſe Of it. 
And though I ſhall not affirme or conceive that every xeſolu- 

tion is unſincere which ever aQtually failes, or poſſibly might faile 
in time of zemptation(becauſe thoſe failings may be but infirmirees, 
and thoſe are reconcileable with ſeucerity, or but ſrngle atts of fin, 
and thoſe if preſently retra&ted againe by repentance , and not 
continued,or perſevered in impenitently;are reconcileable alſo)yet 
ſtill ſure there is ſuch a thing as wnſincere reſolntion, and of the 
many kindes of that I ſhall name a few «s $6. 1, The reſolution 
that doth not (or would not on ſuppoſition of tryall) ho/d out a= 
gainſt the ©4994 arvgwrvea, the ordinary humane temptations, 
tuch as are proportioned to the ftrevgth which we have, or which,if 
we uſe the meanes preſcribed, we ſhall be ſure to receive.2, The 
reſalution that is not deepely rooted in an honeſt heart(as that is ex- 
prelt firſt. by the good, then by the moyſt hoſpitable ſoyle, contrary 
both to the thorxy and fony ground, the one when the cares of the 
worldare wuweeded , unmortified, the other when the hard heart 
is #nſoftned , unhumbled) 3. The reſolution that doth not fore- 
caſt the meanes , as well as the end, the difficulties and rtemptari- 
#15, as well as the eaſier and more amiable part of the rake : the 
man in the parb/e that ſets on bxilding without conſidering the 
charge, without /aing or diſigning the meanes whereby to goe 
: | through 
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through with it,the Herod that rejoyced in John Baptiſt hrs 
e luſtre of his doftrintg © 
heard him gladly, and in obedience to him, did _ things, but 


faith Saint Auguſtine , beheld with joy t 


fell off, when he lookt upon himſelfe, and the pleaſant finnes, the 
brothers wife, that in obedience to him he was to part with; the 
reſolution that doth not extend to the wndertaking the condition, 
the «npleaſanter part of the work, but onely layes hold on the 
prize, or the duty abſtrafted from the condition, which is the plea- 


ſanter, the Balaams wiſh for the righteons mans death, without a- 


ny real _ produdtive of a r;ghreoxs life, orthe young Au» 
guſtines, wiſh, that would be chaff, but would not yet part with 
the pleaſures of incontinence, Or the generall humour ofthe world, 
to like heaven as the place of 4/;ſſe, and piery as the way to Hea- 


' wen, but not to wortifie one /»ſ# for the compaſſing of either. 4. 
The reſoltion that proves Weake, and failing, not for want of ' 
ſtrength, but of conrage, not for want of the gift of grace on 


Gods part, but of our making uſe of this grace when. "tis given, Or 
bf thoſe eaves to which "tis promiſed, (ſuch are that ſpirituall 
inimns of prayer, humility, ardent importunate humble requeſts to 
heaven.) 5. The reſolution that is not wniver/all againlt all both 
ſiunes, and temprations to thoſe ſinnes, and thoſe not onely ſuch 
as now he findes ;»cl/inations to in time of d;/eaſe,but alſo all other 
that in time of hea/th may be moſt likely to aſſav/t and towinne 


him ; And in a word;the reſo/ution which God, that ſees wnerring- | 


ty, ſees to be but temporary, or partiall, or hypocritical, in any, or 
all theſe or any other reſpets; And then ſuch a reſolution 
as theſe (whatever it appeare to us who are not ſuch :»fallible 
judges of our ſelves,but whoſe hearts are deceirfull above all things) 
cannot have any rationall, or Chriſtian ground of hope (meerely 
the good hap of being taken away before tryall, i. e. in A 
before this hypocriſie was diſcovered) to be accepted and rewarded 
by God ; or if it have, it muſt not be by the ſecond Covenarr, un- 
der which nothing but ſxceriry hath that promiſe. 

Secondly, ſuppoling this reſo/ution to be fixcere, and ſo ſure to 
be accepted by Gog, yet there is no evidence tous that it is /rcere, 
or will be thus accepted, but by worthy ” qr of repentance, by 
enemies and temptations wreſtled with, and overcome;trom whence 


though it follow not, that God will not accept of that reſolution, 
(becauſe he may ſee it ſincere without thoſe rryals, which I con- 
0M Fr ccive 
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" Of a Late, or, a Death-bed repentance 
geiye is the ground upon which the Schooler affirme that a ſtrong 
'contrition may 0n the death-bed be accepted without reſtirwtion, 
*&c. 5. e. that in him, who hathno zime and ability for any thing 
but contririon, God may ſee that ſincerity of change, which he will 
accept, becauſe he ſees it would bring forth f-air if it were allow- 
ed time) yet we our ſelves in this-cafe cannot kyow it, and conſe- 
quently the death-bed repentance , if inany particular it prove to 
be ſuch as ſhall availe in another world, yet cannot afford the dy- 
ing man any comfort or rationall aſſurance inthis,nor conſequent- 
ly his friends any thing but the judgement of charity, which hepeth 
bp all things, for which there isno evidence to the contrary, 
£1 Se27.40, 7. Let it beconſidered whether any example can be brought 
j in Scripture or ſtory, of any that wiltully and adviſedly deferr'd 
preſent repentance and rely'd and depended on /ate death-bed re- 
entance, © Whom it ſucceeded well. I profeſle my ſelfe to have 
ard terrible ones to the contrary, but as yet none in favour of 
ſuch deferrers. Methinks the mention of Fe/ix in the As 24. 25, 
171 + 408 hath ſome efficacy in it. He when (after ſome preaching of Chriſt, 
Ir 2 BUG ;  w. 22, and kyowledge of that way) he heard Saint Panl reaſoning of 
\. 8 righteouſneſſe and continence (things in which it appearcth by the 
text and by ſtory, by Tacitms and Foſephs, that Felix was much 
failing) did, as *tis added, :rewble and anſwer, Go thy way for this 
time, when I have aconvenient ſeaſon I will call for thee. This man 
upon adviſe and deliberation through the prevalency of his finnes 
which he loved dearelydeferres his repentance till a convenienter- 
ſeaſon ; And all that I obſerve is, that we never read of any ſuch 
| 049 ſeaſon that he made uſe of to this purpoſe. 
WER Se, 41. 8, Iet it be confidered, whether when the /aſt hand of God 
\ |,” comes on any man, (I meane that diſeaſe that cuts him off ſpeedi- 
ly) if that man have remained impenirert till then,it be not a very 
ominous and inauſpicions ſigne, that that man hath ld up the mea- 
ſure of his iniquities, and now the voice be peculiarly (gone out a- 
"6 gainſt him, as againſt the tree (even now mentioned ) that had 
bit | fruſtrated God's continuall expeRation, [ Ct it downe, why crum- 
| / breth it the ground ?)) If on the comming of a diſeaſe, (which like 
the laying the axe to the root of the tree 1s oft times an hazning cal 
to repentance) .this »/e be ſuddenly made of it, and God's long 
ſuffering do interpole inthe counter-voice, Nay but jpare it one year 
longer, :andif it beare fruit, well, but if not, then cut it downe, = 
3 _ at 
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that voice be heaxkned to, that is; if that 4/e4/s doe not proye. 


the laſt, but _— of ze living, the life be ex/argedand; 


the reſolutions performed; then *tis very well; But if nor, if ir be =; 


(without more time of ___ ) cut downe ; if God's long-ſuf- 
fering, and patience, which was on purpoſe to bring to repentance, 
have been made uſe of (as it was ſaid of God's long-ſuffering to. 
Pharaoh) as a meanes to harden his heart, have we not reaſon to- 
feare, that God's comming to ſtrike isan argument. of a ſevere pur- 
poſe againſt that man ? or have we any reaſon to hope that when 
his patience is at an end, his mercy and gift of effe&uall grace is not 
atanend alſo?that which the Apofle faith Heb. 10.26,27.29.31. 
is much to this purpoſe. And I know not what will be called faking 
into the hands of the living God, it this be not, viz. to continue in 
ſin impenitently til we fal intoGod's attaching apprehending hands, 
of which the door is there molt ſad; Ir is a fearefull thing ſo tofall. 

Having proceeded thus farre in definiug (as Warily and as ſafe- 
ly as I could; by the: conduct of God's word and Spirit) one 
thing may perhaps be neceſſary tobe added, though not by way 
of anſwer to the poſlible exceptions and objetions of diſputers, 
becauſe the doing of that, I find, would lead into ſome- more 
vice and leſle profitable ſpeculations, and contribute little to the 
direction of pra#ice, the onely aime of this paper, (and therefore 
what was thus prepared {hall not here be inſerted ) yet by way of 
neceſlary ſatisfation to a prafticall queſtion. And the queſtionis 
this, In caſe I be a miniſter, call'd to give comfort to ſuch an one, 
ViR al habituall cuſtomary ſinner, which were thus ſurprized by 
the hand of God any mortall diſeaſe or wound, and were thus caſt 
downe with extreame horronr of mind, and from thence profeſſeth 
himſelfe reſo/ved that if God ſhall pare him, he will certainly 
lead a new life, whether T would not give that man comfort in that 
caſe, but ſuffer him to be /39a//owed up with defperation. 

To this I a»ſwer, 1. by ſetting before our eyes an example of 
God himſelfe in a caſe not very diſtant from this propoſed, which 
may be matter of aireftion to any who ſhall be called to for coms- 
fort in this kind, ?udg. 10.6. The children of 1/7ael did evill again ins 
the fight of the Lord,and ſerved Baalim and Aſttaroth, &c.and for« 

ſooke the Lord and ſerved not him, v. 6. wpon this Gods anger was hot 

againſt Iſraefand he brought a double 4freſſe upon them,v.7,$,9: 

aud Iſrael vas ſore diſtreſſed. And then v.10. the children of —_ 
I 2 erye: 
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exyed unto the Lord, ſaying Wee have ſinned againſt thee both becauſe 
. wee have forſuken God and alſo Worſhip't BaalimHere is that confeſ- 
"ſon and ſenſe ofthe provocations, which our caſe ſuppoſes, and 
' That in time of the ſore diftreſſe, and ſo in thar parallel alſo. And . 
then God's returne to them 1s remarkeable, 1. An expoſtulation 
continued for three verſes ,. to aggravate their crime and ingrati- 
- twudegand the cloſe an abſolute refwſal,a denying preſent pardon to 
theſe confirents, Wherefore I Will deliver youno more. And then far- 
ther yet a bitter reproach and ſarcaſme, wv. 14, Goe and cry unto the 
Gods which yee have chofen, let them deliver you in the time of your 
Tribulation. And then the ſtory proceeds to tell us the good «ſc 
and effe&s that this ſeverity wrought upon them. And the child#en 
of Iſrael ſaid unto the LordzWe have finned,do thou unto us whatſs- 
ever ſeemeth good unto thee, deliver us only we pray thee this dayv. 
1 5. And they put away the ſtrange Gods from among them and ſerved 
the Lord,v.16. their penitence is approved to God by their pati- 
ence, and ſubmiſſion, and importunity, by preſent reformation, 
and contrary ads of piety ; and then it follows, hs /oule was grie- 
wed for the miſery of Iſrael, i.e. God ceaſed to afflit them, and on 
the other ſide proſpered them to-vitory mm the next Chapter, 
And then this dealing of Gods being examplary to us, as farre as 
the caſes ſhall appear parallel,may paſſe for a-generall or firſt an- 
wer. Bur then 2. and more diſtin&ly to the queſtion, I anſwer, 
that in this caſe the courſe I wou!d preſcribe to others, or obſerve 
my ſelfe, is this, according to this copy premiſed,. not preſently 
to make haſte to apply comfort to that man (meaning by comfort 
words of pardon, or promiſe, or aſſurance, that his fines, in this 
Rate, ſhall certainly be forgiven) but to diſpenſe my comfort diſ- 
ereetly, and ſo that I may lay a fonndation on which he may more 
ſafely build,and I more in fallibly aſcertaine comfort to him;I mean 
by preparing him to a right capaciry of it, by excreaſing yet farther 
in his heart, and roor5ng as deepe as I can the mourning (which if 
ſincere hath the promiſe of comfort, Mat. 5.) the ſorrow for ſinne,, 
the hnmiliation and indignation at himſelte, the vehement deſire, 
the zea/e,the revenge,the all manner of effes of Godly ſorrow,and 
indeed by doing my utmoſt in pexfe&ing this ſo neceſſary worke 
in him ; which if by the he/pe of God it be done, and thoſe graces 
decpely roored, (through a conſideration not onely ofthe ita 
danger,but deteltable »g/yneſſe. of ſinne, the provecativs offered to 
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a moſt grations Father,8 moſt mercifull Redeemer and ſanitifying 
Spirit,cogether with a[ the other humbling matter from the pattte 
cular ſinneraand aggravating circumſtances of them)it will then be* 
that Godly ſorrow which the Apofle ſpeakes of, and tharwill (if 
God afford pace) bring forth that repentance, which conſiſts ina 
ſincere change and reformation,(called by the ſameApotile,2 Cor.7. 
10. s7drue cuerapuinn@,or as ſome manuſcripts read durraronr© , 
ie. as I conceive.a repentarnce,a change,or amendment,which will not 
be retrated againe,a /aſting or derable reformation)and then there 
is no doubt, but to him which is in this eftate, mercy infallibly be- 
fongs; And to him I ſhall then haſten to aſcerraine it. And yet of 
this mercy if I through ſome erroxr or negle of mine,ſhould not 
ive him(nor he himſelfe through the greatneſle of his /orrow,the 
oud of teares in his eyes, otherwiſe finde ) any comfortable aſſu- 
rance,yet is he by God's immoveable promiſe ſure (certitudine ob- 
jeftizthough not /xbjeft;) to be partaker,/and all that he loſes, by 
not being aſſ#red of it here by me,or by his owne ſpirit, is the pre- 
ſent comfort, and joy of ſome few minutes, which will ſoone be re- 
paired,and made up to him at death,by God's wiping off all teares 
from hu eyes, the gracious revelation of his Saviour-judge unto 
him,with a:Come thox bleſſed of my Father,thou haſt cordially monr- 
»edand converted,and thou ſhalt be comforted.Whereas if I ſhould 
goe about too haſtily and prepoſterouſly to grant him any ſuch 
comfortable aſſur.ince that he were eheady accepted, (1 meane not 
now that he ſhould be accepred, it his change be ſincere, orhis ſor- 
row ſach as would bring forth that change, for that condirionall 
comfort T have all this while allowed him , but poſitive aſſurance 
for the preſent upon a view of ſuch his /orrow) I might then poſ- 
fibly raiſe him up roo ſoone, before the worke were done, the 
lant rooted deepe enough, (and that were utterly to rine him; 
y giving him his good things, his comfort here, to deprive him of 
it ezernally)or at the beſt refreſs hima little here beforc-hand, bur 
not at all advantage him toward another life;which /of? being fo 
unmercifully gre.ce,and acquiſition ſo unconſiderably /mall,it were 
great wncharitableneſſe to runne that hazard, and ſoſtill the beft 
way muſt be by propoſall of condirionall, but not of abſolute-com- 
fort, to humble him unto the duſt, if ſo be there may be hope, toſer 
him this only taske of working ont hs ſalvation with fear & trem+ 
bling, laying hold on God's mercy in Chriſt; his genera//but-cox- 
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= nc forſakers, and none clſe 
_ that pwrity,that confeſſion, contrition, and forſaking, and then if be 


«{/ mercy for all pewtent-parifying ſinners, ( for confeſſoure, * 
F and ſo labouring for that ſorrow, 
periſhyhe periſheth, no way is imaginable to doe good uponhim, if 
.this doe not: 
And if it be farther demanded,whether in this caſe ſuppoſed, 
I would upon his demand deny him Abſolution ? T anſwer, that 
Abſolution may ſignify two things. 1.The ab/olution of the Church, . 
as it is the Charches pardoning him all offences done againlt her, 
quantum in ipſa eſt,to wit,the /candall of his ſinnes, 8&c. and this 
abſolution the Charch(and Lf ſhe have intruſted to me that pows 
er)ought to grant him ix articulo mortis,when the binding him, or 
retaining his ſinnes is not probable to doe him any further good, 
by way of 72:/4i2,0r diſcipline;In like manner,as every ſingle per- 
{on offended, or injured by him, is by charity obliged upon his de- 
yard (though he be not confident that he is ſincerely contrite) to 
grant him his free forgiveneſſe;8 the denying of this being thus Je- 
»anded,werehurtful not to the dying man, but to him that were fo 
charitable as to deny it;and the giving it an obligation of charity 
both to him and to my ſelfe: But bh the ſecond : ſignified by 
abſolution, viz. the pronouncing him abſolv'd in heaven, all that I 
am obliged togby dxty or in prudence,is then to doe it,when by ex- 
amination of his ſorrow and reſo/utions,T am inwardly perſwaded 
that his repentance is a well-gronnded and radicated repentancezand 
inthat as I would not perſwade any man to be over eaſj,or pop- 
lar, ( that humor of the Emperour now a dayes ſtolne into the 
Confeſſor, neminem triſtem dimittere) becauſe of the poilible hare, 
and unproportionable gaine of it; ſo if any man ſhould be over 
auſtere, and difficult, onely out ot deſire to make the penirexr yet 
more penitent,(and not to brwi/e the broken reed,to tyrannize over 
his wounded ſoule ) to make heaven more ſarely his, by his being 


. * not yet /zre of heaven ; this will be at the worſt but an exroxr of 


charity, which will never be imputed to the confeſſour, much leſſe 
to the penitent , it being acknowledged that the Miniſters ab- 
ſolution doth not availe, nificlave non errante, and conſequently 
that his denying abſolution (clave errante ſtill)will never doe any 
bart ; the erronr of his key in ſhutting or retaining being in reaſon 
no more mortiferous,then the like errour in remuting 1s ſalvificall, 
Agreeable to this decifion you ſhall finde the prattice o the 
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Charch anciently, when coun + non 12 wo was in its vigewy,. 


In ſuch or ſuch caſes they would not afford the dying man 


ole 
t;0x, becauſe they had no grounds of afſurance, that the ſtate of 


the perſon was capable of it,and yet would they make no ſcruple 

to allow him place of comfort and hope,that God might poſſibly 

abſolve him, God having other wayes of diſcerning the ſincerity 

of repentance,(viz.by ſeeing of the heart,or by we, Mono re- 

ſcience ) which they had not; and ſomuch for the ſatisfying of the 
ueſtion. 

All thatT have now to add to this theme is only this,(which wil 
bring the whole diſcourſe home to the particularity of the preſext 
eſtate of this Kingdome, and ſo give you the fl end of the writing 
of this diſcourſethar by this long debate, and the evidence ofthe 
truth aſſerted, concerning the ſoles of particular men,the conditi- 
on of this poore calamitous Kingdome is now diſſettedalſo. We 
have enjoyed a long day of God's mercifull and grations calls to 
repentance,and many ſolemne admonitions at the dvore as it were 
of every Church,at the beginning of onr daily [ervice,[ To day if you 
will heare his voice, harden not your hearts] and it is mott ſadly 


- evident by our preſent puniſhments, that we have not heard the 


voice in that day of peace and profperity,but hardened the heart;The 
jrdgments being now faln moſt formidably on the Land, andno 
part of it now remaining which hath not had its /y-»pathy in this 
ſhakingsfalling fit, ome ſorrow, and hwmiliation, and withall ſome 
as perhaps of. confeſſion have-beene extorted from us; Were 
there to theſe an addition of that other part ofrepentance,that of 
a ſincere change 8 thorongh-reform:tion, no doubt there would be 
mercy; God would ret#rze upon our retwrnivg ; Nay were the ye-- 
ſolutions of amendment, . ( which perhaps may be obſerved in ma-- 


ny) ſincere reſolutions, fuch as that all-ſeeing eye doth diſcerne,. 


would hol{d'out againſt all the remprarions of peace againe, there 
were yet hope that for that fncere change of thoſe many, the judg- 
ment (of the T2rwacIgae at leaſt, that final rotall exciſion, that 
ſeemes to be threatned ) might be reverſt , (according to the 
purport of the treaty that was about Sodow,betwixt Godand A-+ 
braham) But by the continwence and no kind of relaxation of 


God's heavy hand,it is as cleare, as if Zxc/i4had:demonſtrarted it, , 


that yet that-work is not done, that the-repentance of the Land is 
but hypocritical, ſuch as. the preſent weight ofthe judgements 
| Foes 35 ah gh, a a 5s bath. 
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EF "to have been loſt again aſfoon as he came to full feeding, (per-! 
'*  hapsonlya ſorrow 
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ax wexcorredfrom ns, not ſuch as would continue upon theirre«: 
mwvall, like the ſtrange quicke ſent that is reported of the wild' 
Boy of Leige, to have beene acquired by a thin Foreſt-dict, and 


- * 


r the /xzart we areunder)and this is ſuch a re«. 
pentance as would not be for the hovozir of God to reward with 
ſuch a doxarive;The only courſe that a whole Synod and aſſembly ; 
of Angels could upon conſultation adviſe us to, and promi/e it: 
proſperous for the averting of ruine from the Land,is ſo to improve! 
our forrow above the occaſion of it ( the affiitions that are upon”? 
us Jas that it may be a ſorrow for ſnne,purely for ſinne, (for though * 
|, 20 may be the moxiroy to put us iv minde of thoſe /ornes, * 
and ſo the occaſion of that ſorrow, yet nothing but ſin may be al-: 
lowed the cauſe of that ſorrow, or if it be,as ſoone as ever that be; 
removedithe.ſorrow will be /aperſeded alſo) and then that /orrow? 
bring forth ſuch a change of mind as would prove immutable upon; 
God's allowing us a time of reſpite, bring forth fruits of repen=; 
tance worthy of ſuch reprievall.When the whole heart of this King=! 
dome, 'or of that part of it that ſtill c/eaves to thehowſt'of Daved! 
isthus ſmitten, and really affeted by God's rod; ſo that he tos 
Whoſe eyes all things are naked, yuure, as when the skin is pull'd* 
oft,and 7e7gaxmueuue, Heb, 4.13.(as the entrails of a [atrifice cuts! 
downe the back, which the Prieſt doth 00x07, vicy-ig cenſori-4 
ouſly,and ifrrdZeu 6 wrixiexamine ſtriftly, whetherirbe perfect; 

whether there be any blemiſs in it or no ) may pronounce it dumuorg 

a blemiſbleſſe repentance,a ſincere hearty change,thenwill there be; 

a placefor hope, aſſured hope, then may the Prieſt intercede withy 


-confidence,Spare thy people,O Lordiand give not thine heritage to re-b 


proach; and the hearer of prayers will be obliged by thar hiscitle? 
To a»frer that importunity. But till this Rod of the Lozi be thus! 
Heard, all hope in God for mercy to the Land, or for vi&oryy| 
(though to the juſteſt cauſe that ever man eſpouſed) will be lit le 
better then Preſumption. N 
If yee offer the blind for ſacrifice , 1 ut not evill ? andif zee offer the? 
lame and ficke, 1 it nat evill ? Offer it now to the Governour, will 
he be pleaſed with thee, or accept thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of? 
Hoſts? Mal. Is 8, : ; : 
S4 tn fir ſecurms, at ego non ſumſecurns, Aug- 
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